
 

 

 

 

 

 

  Chaitra 05, 1431 Bangla, March 19, 2025, Wednesday, No. 78, 55th year 

H I G H L I G H T S                                                                                                        

Chief Adviser Dr Muhammad Yunus has told US Senator Gary Peters that the attacks on the Hindus, 
following the changeover in August last year, were politically, not religiously, motivated.       (BBC: 08) 
 

Foreign Advisor Touhid Hossain has underlined US Intelligence chief Tulsi Gabbard’s remarks on 
persecution of religious minorities and Islamist caliphate in Bangladesh as a serious statement.  
                                                                                          (R. Today: 13) 
Finance Adviser Dr Salehuddin Ahmed has said US Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard's 
recent comments on minority persecution in Bangladesh will have no effect on the country's economy in 
terms of bilateral relations.                                                                (R. Today: 14) 
 

Authorities clamped indefinite curfew on parts of the Indian city of Nagpur, following clashes between 
Hindus and Muslims.                                                                           (BBC: 05) 
 
The National Consensus Commission is set to begin its dialogues with political parties from Thursday, 
aiming to build a national consensus on the reform initiatives.                                  (BBC: 08) 
 

A Dhaka court has ordered the freezing of 31 bank accounts linked to former prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina, her sister, her son, daughter and their associated interests.                             (BBC: 09) 
 

RAB has arrested Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi, leader of Myanmar’s Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA), along with ten associates in Siddhirganj, Narayanganj.                             (Jago FM: 19) 
 

The U.N. special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar Thomas Andrews has predicts 
imminent famine in Rakhine state of the country due to US cuts to humanitarian aid; if the situation 
becomes unstable, it could lead to an influx of people to neighboring Bangladesh or beyond.     (DW: 11)                                         
 

Jahangirnagar University authority has suspended 9 teachers, and expelled 289 Chhatra League men for 
their alleged involvement in attacking protesting students during the July-August uprising on the campus.   
                                                                                               (BBC: 09) 
The Gono Odhikar Parishad has demanded the resignation of advisors Mahfuj Alam and Asif Mahmud 
Sajib Bhuiyan to ensure the impartiality of the interim government.                             (BBC: 09)       
 

Hotels, restaurants, and transportation services are closing one after another in Kolkata due to the lack 
of Bangladeshi tourists.                                                                    (Jago FM: 16) 
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BBC 
CURFEW IN INDIA CITY AFTER VIOLENCE OVER MUGHAL EMPEROR'S TOMB 
A curfew has been imposed in parts of a city in India's western state of Maharashtra after 
Hindu groups demanded the removal of the tomb of Aurangzeb, a 17th-Century Mughal 
emperor, sparking violence on Monday night. Vehicles were set on fire and stones were 
thrown in the Mahal area of Nagpur city. Police say the situation is now under control and 
are appealing to people to keep the peace. The tomb of Aurangzeb, who died more than 300 
years ago, has in recent years become a political flashpoint amid growing calls for its 
removal by hardline Hindu groups. (BBC News Web Page: 18/03/25, FARUK) 
POLAND AND BALTICS TO QUIT LANDMINE TREATY OVER RUSSIA FEARS 
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Poland and the Baltic states have announced plans to withdraw from a key international 
treaty banning anti-personnel landmines, citing the rising threat from Russia. In a joint 
statement, the defence ministers of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland said since signing 
the Ottawa Treaty, threats from Moscow and its ally Belarus have "significantly increased". It 
is "paramount" to give their troops "flexibility and freedom of choice" to defend NATO’s 
eastern flank, they said. The Ottawa Treaty, also known as the Mine Ban Treaty, came into 
force in 1997. It aims to ban anti-personnel mines - those aimed at humans - worldwide, and 
has been signed by more than 160 countries. (BBC News Web Page: 18/03/25, FARUK) 
ISRAEL LAUNCHES WAVES OF STRIKES ON GAZA WITH MORE THAN 400 KILLED  
The Israeli military says it is carrying out "extensive strikes" in the Gaza Strip, with the 
Hamas-run health ministry reporting that at least 400 Palestinians have been killed. The 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said it was targeting what it called "terror targets" belonging to 
Hamas. Mahmoud Abu Wafah, the deputy interior minister in Gaza and the highest-ranking 
Hamas security official in the territory, has reportedly been killed in a strike. This is the 
largest wave of airstrikes in Gaza since the ceasefire began on 19 January. Talks to extend 
the Gaza ceasefire have failed to reach an agreement. Many people were having their pre-
dawn meal, due to it being the holy month of Ramadan, when explosions started in Gaza, 
witnesses say. (BBC News Web Page: 18/03/25, FARUK) 
TRUMP SAYS 'MANY ELEMENTS' AGREED TO AHEAD OF PUTIN CALL  
US President Donald Trump says "many elements" of a peace agreement in Ukraine have 
been agreed with his Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, ahead of their much anticipated 
phone call. Trump posted on Truth Social that he will speak with Putin on Tuesday morning. 
He said that while there have been agreements, "much remains" to be worked upon. "Each 
week brings 2,500 soldier deaths, from both sides, and it must end NOW. I look very much 
forward to the call with President Putin," Trump wrote. He earlier told reporters that "we're 
going to see if we can work a peace agreement, a ceasefire and peace, and I think we'll be 
able to do it". (BBC News Web Page: 18/03/25, FARUK) 
TRUMP WARNS IRAN OF 'DIRE' CONSEQUENCES OVER HOUTHI ATTACKS  
US President Donald Trump has warned Iran that it will face "dire" consequences if Yemen's 
Houthis continue to attack international shipping lanes. He said the Iranian leadership would 
be held responsible for "every shot fired by the Houthis", which have long been backed by 
Tehran. The group later said it had targeted a US aircraft carrier three times in the past two 
days. The Houthis first tried to attack the USS Harry S Truman in the Red Sea on Sunday 
following deadly US strikes in Yemen. The Pentagon said it had struck 30 targets in Yemen 
since Saturday, in the biggest US military operation in the Middle East since Trump returned 
to the White House. (BBC News Web Page: 18/03/25, FARUK) 
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