
 

 

 

 

 
 

   Boishakh 11, 1431 Bangla, April 24, 2024, Wednesday, No. 115, 54th year 

H I G H L I G H T S 

                                             
PM Sheikh Hasina held bilateral meeting with Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani. 10 
cooperation documents, five agreements and MoUs signed to strengthen ties on multiple fronts.  
                                                                                         (R. Tehran: 12) 
AL GS Obaidul Quader says, conspiracy is going on to overthrow the elected government. Adds, despite 
fair election and satisfactory voter turnout, local and foreign circles are still lying about the election.   
                                                                                          (R. Today: 14) 
State Minister for Labour and Employment Md. Nazrul Islam Chowdhury informs US reiterates the need 
for upgrading labour laws; adds, govt. has been trying to satisfy them but has not been successful yet.   
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 21) 
BNP SJSG Ruhul Kabir Rizvi comments the govt. has not taken any initiatives to stop border killings.  
                                                                                          (R. Today: 14) 
US report on HR says there were no significant changes in situation in BD. Extrajudicial killings, 
disappearances, torture, illegal arrests have been highlighted in the report. Adds, the independence of the 
judiciary is a big problem.                                                                     (BBC: 04) 
                                                                                  
According to BBS report, Bangladesh's economic growth stood at 3.78 percent in the second quarter of 
fiscal 2023-24, which was 7.08% in the same quarter of the previous year.                     (VOA: 06) 
 
HC has asked ACC to submit a progress report on the investigation about the alleged illegal wealth of 
former IGP Benazir Ahmed and his family, within two months.                                 (VOA: 07)                                                                                                                
 
Students of CUET have held a sit-in programme by blocking the Chattogram-Kaptai road for the second 
day in protest of the death of two students in a road accident.                            (Jago FM: 19) 
                                                                                             
173 Bangladeshi nationals will return home tomorrow from Sittwe prison in Rakhine State of Myanmar. 
They had been detained at various times for illegal entry into Myanmar.                       (BBC: 03) 
                                                                                                                                    
Probe bodies formed by the Islamic University authorities have found the involvement of three activeists 
of BCL in torturing a student of Al-Fiqh and Legal Studies Department on the campus on 7 February.    
                                                                                               (VOA: 11) 
Several accidents have happened in Rajshahi when many people go down to the river or pond to escape 
intense heatwave. In the last 10 days, 9 people including children, drowned.                (Jago FM: 23) 
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BBC 
MASS ARRESTS MADE AS US CAMPUS PROTESTS OVER GAZA SPREAD  
Protests over the war in Gaza have taken hold at a handful of elite US universities as 
officials scramble to defuse demonstrations. Police moved to break up an encampment at 
New York University (NYU) on Monday night, making a number of arrests. Dozens of 
students were arrested at Yale earlier in the day, while Columbia University cancelled in-
person classes. The wave of demos has been marred by alleged antisemitic incisions, which 
have been condemned by the White House. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
CHILD, 7, AMONG FIVE DEAD ON CHANNEL MIGRANT BOAT 
Five people, including a child, have died while trying to cross the English Channel in the 
early hours of Tuesday, French authorities have said. The coast guard said the victims were 
trying to get to the UK on an overloaded boat carrying 110 migrants. According to officials, 
the boat initially ran aground on a sandbank after setting off from Wimereux near Boulogne 
before continuing. Several search-and-rescue-operations are under way. Three men, a 
woman and a child died when the passengers on the overloaded boat moved, crushing 
them. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
GERMAN FAR-RIGHT PARTY AIDE HELD IN CHINA SPY PROBE 
Prosecutors have arrested a man working for a far-right politician on suspicion of spying for 
China. They have identified the man as Jian G, 43, named by German media as an assistant 
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to AfD MEP and European election candidate Maximilian. Prosecutors say he was arrested 
in the eastern city of Dresden. They allege he passed information about the European 
Parliament to Chinese intelligence. Jian G is also suspected of spying on Chinese opposition 
figures in Germany. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
 
HAITI SITUATION CATASTROPHIC AND GROWING WORSE: UN 
Three million children in Haiti are in need of humanitarian assistance as continuing gang 
violence hampers aid delivery, the head of the UN children's agency, Unicef, has said. 
Catherine Russell said the situation in gang-wracked Haiti was catastrophic and growing 
worse by the day. She told a meeting of the UN Security Council that in many areas 
essential services had collapsed. Meanwhile, a transitional presidential council has still not 
been sworn in. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
TEN DEAD AFTER MALAYSIA NAVY HELICOPTERS COLLIDE  
Two Malaysian navy helicopters collided in mid-air as they flew in formation during a 
rehearsal for a military parade, killing all 10 crew on board. One of the aircraft clipped the 
rotor of the other before the two crashed into the ground, footage published on local media 
showed. The incident took place at 09:30 local time in the Malaysian town of Lumut, which is 
home to a Royal Malaysian Navy base. There are no known survivors.  
(BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
VOYAGER-1 SENDS READABLE DATA AGAIN FROM DEEP SPACE  
The US space agency says its Voyager-1 probe is once again sending usable information 
back to Earth after months of spouting gibberish. The 46-year-old Nasa spacecraft is 
humanity's most distant object. A computer fault stopped it returning readable data in 
November but engineers have now fixed this. For the moment, Voyager is sending back only 
health data about its onboard systems, but further work should get the scientific instruments 
back online. Voyager-1 is more than 24 billion km away, so distant, its radio messages take 
fully 22.5 hours to reach us. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
AUSTRALIA PM CALLS ELON MUSK AN ARROGANT BILLIONAIRE  
Australia's leader has called Elon Musk an arrogant billionaire in an escalating feud over X's 
reluctance to remove footage of a church stabbing. On Monday, an Australian court ordered 
Mr Musk's social media firm - formerly called Twitter - to hide videos of last week's attack in 
Sydney. X previously said it would comply pending a legal challenge. Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese's criticism followed Mr Musk using a meme to accuse his government of 
censorship. On Tuesday, Mr Albanese told ABC News that Mr Musk thinks he's above the 
law but also above common decency. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
PALESTINIAN UN AGENCY MUST IMPROVE NEUTRALITY: REPORT 
A UN report into the Palestinian refugee agency UNRWA has concluded it must do more to 
improve its neutrality, staff vetting and transparency. But the independent review also said 
that Israel had failed to back up a claim that many of the agency's staff belonged to terror 
groups. Some of UNRWA's staff were accused by Israel of involvement in the 7 October 
attacks and of being Hamas members. This led several countries to halt funding to the 
humanitarian agency. The new report says Israel has not yet provided supporting evidence 
for its allegations. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
ASIA BEARS BIGGEST CLIMATE CHANGE BRUNT AMID EXTREME WEATHER: WMO 
Asia was the region most affected by climate change, weather and water-related hazards 
globally last year, the United Nations weather agency has said. In a report published on 
Tuesday, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said floods and storms were the 
main cause of casualties and economic damage in 2023, while the impact of heatwaves 
became more severe. It found that Asia has been warming faster than the global average, 
with temperature rises in 2023 averaging nearly 2 degrees Celsius above the 1961-90 
average. "Many countries in the region experienced their hottest year on record in 2023, 
along with a barrage of extreme conditions, from droughts and heatwaves to floods and 
storms," WMO chief Celeste Saulo said in a statement. (BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
UK PASSES LAW TO SEND ASYLUM SEEKERS TO RWANDA  
A controversial United Kingdom government bill to send asylum seekers to Rwanda has 
finally secured the approval of the upper house of parliament, which had demanded 
numerous amendments, as Prime Minister Rishi Sunak promised to start the first flights to 



 

 

 

 25 

Kigali within weeks. Sunak hopes the legislation will boost the dismal fortunes of his 
Conservative Party in an election widely expected to take place later this year. The House of 
Lords, an unelected chamber, had long refused to back the divisive plan without additional 
safe guards, but relented after Sunak said the government would force parliament to sit as 
late into Monday night as necessary to get the bill passed.  
(BBC Web Page: 23/04/24, FARUK) 
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