
 

 

 

 

 
 

   Boishakh 08, 1431 Bangla, April 21, 2024, Sunday, No. 112, 54th year 

H I G H L I G H T S 

PM Sheikh Hasina says, she wants the country’s children to develop themselves as worthy citizens 
through sports, physical exercise and cultural activities alongside studies - directs all concerned to 
ensure participation of children in domestic and other sports.                               (Jago FM: 16) 
                                                                                        
Criticizing BNP, AL GS Obaidul Quader has said the party has lost its political identity and has now 
become a terrorist group.                                                                  (R. Today: 14) 
 
Civil Aviation Minister Md Farooq Khan directs Biman Bangladesh Airlines authorities to talk to the 
plane manufacturer company Boeing regarding the technical defects of the Dreamliner-787 model aircraft. 
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 18) 
State Minister for Information and Broadcasting Mohammad Ali Arafat says, since it is not possible to 
stop disinformation by blocking the voice of the media, govt. is working on making policies to prevent it.  
                                                                                          (R. Today: 16) 
BNP SG Mirza Fakhrul Islam alleges that AL has become more violent after seizing power through 
dummy election.                                                                           (Jago FM: 20) 
 
JP Chairman GM Quader has said that despite his reluctance, he decided to participate in the last 
national election for the sake of the party.                                                      (DW: 12) 
                                                                                      
Highest temperature of 2024 till date in the country has been recorded at 42.6 C in Jessore. Three people 
have died from heat stroke forcing authorities to close all schools, madrasas and colleges till April 27.  
                                                                                      (VOA: 08; DW: 13) 
G7 foreign ministers stress the need for voluntary, safe, dignified and permanent repatriation of all 
Rohingya refugees and to create an environment of justice and accountability for atrocities committed 
against them.                                                                                  (VOA: 09) 
 
Buet Alumni Association President Dr Ainun Nishat has said abusive student politics is not acceptable; 
adds, unfortunately, student politics has turned to be a profitable profession now.               (VOA: 10) 
                                                                           
A total of 438 people were killed and 1,424 injured in accidents during the Eid holidays across the 
country on roads, railways and water routes.                                              (R. Today: 15) 
 
The suspension of bandwidth supply from the second submarine cable has disrupted internet service in 
the country from the early hours of Saturday.                                              (Jago FM: 20) 
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BBC 
MAN WHO SET FIRE TO HIMSELF NEAR TRUMP TRIAL DIES 
A man who set himself on fire outside the Manhattan court where former President Donald 
Trump's hush-money trial is being held has died. Maxwell Azzarello, 37, doused himself in a 
liquid before throwing conspiracy-theory pamphlets into the air. It happened as the jury 
selection for Mr Trump's trial was completed. He was taken to hospital on Friday in critical 
condition, where the later died, CBS News - the BBC's partner - confirmed.  
(BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
EXPLOSION HITS IRAQ BASE HOUSING PRO-IRANIAN MILITIA  
A military bas in Iraq housing a pro-Iranian militia has been damaged in an explosion, killing 
one and wounding eight, security officials there have said. Iraq's military reported no drones 
or fighter jets in the area before or during the blast, and the US said it was not involved. 
Meanwhile the militia, the Popular Mobilization Forces, blamed an attack. It comes amid 
heightened tensions between Israel and Iran. The long-running confrontation between the 
rival countries has moved into a new phase, with a presumed Israeli attack carried out near 
the Iranian city of Isfahan early on Friday morning. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
US CONGRESS CLOSE TO PASSING LONG-AWAiTED UKRAINE AID 
After months of delay, the US House of Representatives is poised to hold a vote on tens of 
billions of dollars in American military aid for Ukraine and Israel this weekend. Both 
measures have vocal opponents in Congress, however, and their hopes of passage have 
hinged on a fragile bipartisan coalition to overcome daunting procedural and legislative 
obstacles. Speaker of the House Mike Johnson has said he is determined to bring the matter 
to a vote, even if it may put his hold on power in jeopardy.  
(BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
US AGREES TO PULL TROOPS OUT OF NIGER  
All US soldiers are set to leave Niger, ending their role in the fight against Islamist 
insurgents. Military leaders in the West African nation have sought closer ties with Russia 
since seizing power in a coup last year. On Friday the US also announced than it had 
agreed to close down its drone base near Agadez, in the Sahara desert. Niger is in Africa's 
Sahel region, which is considered the new global epicenter of the Islamic State group. The 
US has relied on Niger as its primary base for monitoring regional jihadist activity. An 
American delegation is to head within days to Niger's capital, Niamey, to arrange an orderly 
withdrawal of its more than 1,000 troops. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
NATO PLEDGES MORE ADVANCED AIR DEFENCES TO UKRAINE  
NATO will give Ukraine more advanced air defences after urgent Kyiv pleas and deadly 
Russian attacks, military bloc head Jens Stoltenberg has said. His comments come after a 
crisis Nato-Ukraine summit on Friday. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said Kyiv 
needed "seven more Patriots or similar air defence systems " to defend the country's cities. 
Seven people, including two children, were killed in Russian missile strikes on Friday, 
Ukrainian officials said. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
TEN MILITANTS KILLED IN WEST BANK RAID: ISRAELI ARMY  
Israeli troops and Palestinian militants have been exchanging fire for a second day of an 
Israeli raid in Nur Shams refugee camp in the West Bank. A number of people have been 
killed, including ten militants, according to the Israeli army. Palestinian sources say that at 
least five people have been killed, including a child. At least four Israeli soldiers have 
reportedly been wounded. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
TOGO PASSES LAWS REMOVING PRESIDENT'S TERM LIMITS 
Togo's parliament has given final approval to a new constitution extending the president's 
term, after critics denounced the move as a coup. The West African country will move from a 
presidential to a parliamentary system. President Faure Gnassingbe's supporters argue the 
changes reduce his powers by transforming the presidency into a ceremonial role. But the 
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opposition said the reforms remove limits on his stay in office. Their removal would enable 
him to remain president until 2031, they said, after which he could be appointed to the new 
position of "president of the council of ministers" - in effect prime minister - continuing his 
family's 57-year rule. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/23, FARUK) 
IRAN'S RESPONSE WILL BE IMMEDIATE IF ISRAEL ATTACKS  
Iran's Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdllahian said Iran would give an immediate response 
if there was a significant attack from Israel. In an interview with NBC News on Friday, 
Amirabdllahian said if Israel acts against Iran's interests, his country's "next response will be 
immediate and will be at the maximum level ". Amirabdllahian downplayed the presumed 
Israeli drone attack on Isfahan in central Iran, questioning whether Israel was involved. He 
said the mini-drones were "like toys our children play with".  
(BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
CLASHES BREAK OUT AT THAI-MYANMAR BORDER  
Fighting has broken out between the Myanmar military and armed ethnic groups near a vital 
trade hub near the Thai border, according to Thailand's government and media reports. 
Witnesses on the Thai and Myanmar sides of the border also reported that they heard 
explosions and heavy machine-gun fire near a strategic bridge from late Friday that 
continued into early Saturday. Fighters from the Karen National Union (KNU), the ethnic 
armed group that has been leading the attack on Myawaddy, last week captured the last of 
the Myanmar army's outposts in and around the border town that is connected to Thailand 
by two bridges across the Moei River. (BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
NORTH KOREA CONDUCTS TEST ON NEW SUPER-LARGE WARHEAD 
North Korea has conducted a test on a "super-large warhead" designed for a strategic cruise 
missile, state media reports, adding that it also launched a new type of anti-aircraft missile. 
"The DPRK Missile Administration has conducted a power test of a super-large warhead 
designed for 'Hwasal-1 Ra-3' strategic cruise missile", KCNA news agency reported on 
Saturday, referring to North Korea by an abbreviation for its official name - Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea. North Korea also carried out a test launch on Friday afternoon 
of a "Pyoljji-1-2", which state media said was a "new type anti-aircraft missile".  
(BBC Web Page: 20/04/24, FARUK) 
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