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HIGHLIGHTS

AL GS Obaidul Quader has commented that Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has “emerged as
more dangerous than Hitler”. (Jago FM: 13)

State Minister of Information and Broadcasting Muhammad Ali Arafat has said action will be taken
against unregistered and illegal online portals. (VOA: 08)

BNP SG Mirza Fakhrul Islam has said the fascist Awami govt. has increased the level of oppression to
hide all their misdeeds. (Jago FM: 17)

In a press release, BNP S]SG Ruhul Kabir Rizvi has said the party has decided not to join the upcoming
upazila polls as it does not want to be part of the "farcical election". (Jago FM: 15)

Although AL has refrained from giving party symbols and nominations in the upazila elections,
parliamentarians and local influential leaders are announcing their supported candidates, which has
already created divisions and groupings in the Grassroots. (DW: 09)

R Dhaka tribunal has extended the bail period of Dr Muhammad Yunus and three other top officials of
the company, in a labour law violations case. (VOA: 06)

At least 14 people have been killed and several others injured in a head-on collision between a hus and
a pick-up truck at Kanaipur area in Faridpur's Sadar upazila. (R. Today: 11)

BD ranks 141st among 164 countries in global Freedom Index while 99 in Prosperity index. Bangladesh
has been declining for 22 consecutive years in the Index, which includes political, economic, and legal
components. (VOA: 04)

Twelve more members of Myanmar's Border Guard Police (BGP) have taken shelter in Bangladesh.
(Jago FM: 15)
IMF revises down growth forecast for BD's economy to 5.1 percent for FY 2023-24, where high inflation,
unemployment, low remittance flows and declining industrial investment targets have been highlighted.
(VOA: 04)
In the face of the demands of the protesting students, Prof Mizanur Rahman has been removed from the
post of director of the Directorate of Students' Welfare of BUET. (JTago FM: 17)
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BBC

IRAN'S ATTACK ON ISRAEL OFFERS NETANYAHU A LIFELINE: JEREMY BOWEN

It wasn't many days ago that Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was under
enormous pressure. After seven aid workers from World Central Kitchen were killed by the
Israeli army in Gaza on 1 April, US President Joe Biden seemed finally to lose patience with
his troublesome ally. On the same day, Israel attacked the Iranian diplomatic compound in
Damascus, killing a senior general, at least six other officers, and violating legal conventions
that prohibit attacks on embassies. Iran promised it would retaliate, but previous attacks on
senior commanders had generated more words than actions.

(BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

JORDAN SAYS NETANYAHU WANTS TO DRAW ATTENTION AWAY FROM GAZA
Jordan's foreign minister says the international community should stop Israeli PM Benjamin
Netanyahu from stealing attention away from the war in Gaza by escalating its confrontation
with Iran. Ayman Safadi says Iran was responding to the attack against its consulate and
had announced it did not want to escalate further. "We are against escalating Netanyahu
wants to draw attention away from Gaza and focus on his confrontation with Iran,” Safadi
told reporters at a press conference in Berlin. (BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)
GERMANY CALLS FOR FRESH SANCTIONS ON IRANIAN DRONES

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock is calling on the European Union to impose
fresh sanctions on Iranian drone technology. She says the campaigned last year - together
with France and other EU countries - for the drone sanctions regime to be extended.
Meanwhile, Baerbock is heading to Israel on Tuesday for talks on calming tensions in the
region. She told reporters it was important for Germany in these fragile times that we all work
together to contribute to de-escalation in the Middle East.

(BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

UN SAYS ISRAEL IMPOSING UNLAWFUL RESTRICTIONS ON AID

The UN says Israel is still imposing unlawful restrictions on aid for Gaza, despite facing
increasing pressure to allow more humanitarian supplies in. Ravina Shamdasani, a UN
human rights office spokesperson, says Israel is also carrying out "widespread destruction of
civilian infrastructure". The Israeli agency which coordinates aid into Gaza - Cogat - says a
food convoy entered Gaza yesterday via a new northern crossing. The agency said on X
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(formerly Twitter) that "126 aid trucks coordinated to northern Gaza overnight", adding that
two bakeries are operational in northern Gaza "supplying 8,00,000 pita breads for the local
population”. (BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

GAZA DEATH TOLL REACHES 33,843

The Hamas-run health ministry says at least 33,843 Palestinians in Gaza have been killed
since October. The toll includes at least 46 deaths over the past 24 hours, a ministry
statement says, adding that 76,575 people have been wounded in the Gaza Strip.

(BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

ISRAEL URGES NEW SANCTIONS ON IRAN'S MISSILE PROGRAMME

Israel's foreign minister said he had written to 32 countries calling for further sanctions on
Iran. This includes, he said, sanctions on Iran's missiles programme. A series of UN
sanctions on Iran's missiles programme expired last October because they had been linked
to a wider deal on Iran's Nuclear Programme. Countries including the US, UK and EU have
already maintained sanctions though and added new ones. Israel's Foreign Minister also
called for the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) to be declared a terrorist
organization. The US has already done so but the UK has not.

(BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

IRAN VOWS SEVERE RESPONSE TO ACTION AGAINST ITS INTERESTS

Iran's President Ebrahim Raisi said his country would react to the slightest action against
Iran's interests with a severe, extensive and painful response. In a phone call last night with
Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Raisi reiterated that Iran was acting in self-
defence, adding that it had targeted Israeli bases it said were used to carry out a deadly
strike on its consulate in the Syrian capital Damascus. Israel's military chief of staff, Herzi
Halevi, said on Monday that Iran's attacks over the weekend "will be met with a response".
(BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

LIGHTNING AND RAIN KILL DOZENS IN PAKISTAN

At least 39 people have been killed in Pakistan after days of unusually heavy rains battered
the country's southwest. Some of those killed were farmers struck by lightning while
harvesting wheat, authorities said. Images online show swathes of farmland engulfed by
rainwater. Flash floods have also disrupted power supplies and transportation networks.
Pakistan has experienced an increase in extreme weather events, as it grapples with the
impacts of climate change. (BBC Web Page: 16/04/24, FARUK)

CHINA ECONOMY GROWS FASTER THAN EXPECTED

China's economy made a stronger-than-expected start to the year, even as the crisis in its
property sector deepened. According to official data, gross domestic product (GDP)
expanded by 5.3% in the first three months of 2024, compared to a year earlier. That best
expectations the world's second largest economy could see growth slow to 4.6% in the first
guarter. Last month, Beijing set an ambitious annual growth target for world's second largest
economy of around 5%. Data from the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) also showed first
guarter retail sales growth, a key gauge of China's consumer confidence, fell to 3.1%.

(BBC Web Page: 16/04024, FARUK)

:The End::



