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HIGHLIGHTS

Greeting the people on the eve of Pohela Boishakh, the Bangla New Year, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has called for working together to build a beautiful future, forgetting past failures. (VOA: 03)

AL GS says, power of festivity will mobilise against all conspiracy & extremism - adds, fight to build a
developed & smart BD under leadership of Sheikh Hasina will continue by overcoming all conspiracies.

(R. Today: 10)
BNP SG claims this Eid has brought sorrows & sufferings to people as govt. has weakened the economy
in a well-planned manner for a long time. Adds, govt. came to power with mandate to make the country
dependent on others. (R. Today: 10)

Baisahi, a three-day traditional New Year festival, began yesterday with floating of flowers in rivers
and lakes in three districts of Chittagong Hill Tracts. (VOA: 04)

Two Israeli cargo aircraft landed at Dhaka's Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport from Tel Aviv's Ben
Gurion International Airport. The unprecedented and secret event happened for the first time on April 1.
(R. Tehran: 04)
Court has granted 3-day remand to 5 accused arrested in connection with death of 5 people by tearing
the rope of launch tied to paltun at Sadarghat of capital. (R. Today: 09)

Six members including two minors of a family sustained severe burn injuries in a fire likely to be
originated from a mosquito coil in Paschim Bhashantek area of Dhaka early Friday. (R. Today: 11)

58 people have been arrested so far in joint operation against KNF in Bandarban. Weapons & money
looted from Banks have not been recovered yet. Life in Ruma & Thanchi areas is not normal. (DW: 05)

Paddy has gone under rain water in various parts of Sunamganj. Many farmers are cutting half-ripe
paddy from under the water & taking it home. (Jago FM: 15)

Health Department has proposed the project 'Establishment of Rangamati Medical College & Hospital &
Nursing College' in Planning Commission. A total of 16,385 pieces of furniture under the project has been
estimated at Tk 325.5 million, which the commission claimed was excessive. (Jago FM: 13)

Production and Import of mobile phones is decreasing. But uses of mobile phones are increasing in the
country. Unscrupulous businessmen are illegally importing mobile phones by evading VAT. (Jago FM: 15)
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BBC
HAMAS LEADER ISMAIL HANIYEH SAYS THREE SONS KILLED IN AIR STRIKE
Hamas-linked media said the car his sons were travelling in was hit in Al-Shati camp near
Gaza City. Haniyeh said that the incident would not change Hamas's demands in talks
aimed at reaching a ceasefire deal. Israel's military said the sons were members of Hamas's
military wing - a claim denied by Haniyeh. The group was reportedly on its way to a family
celebration to mark the first day of the Muslim holiday of Eid. Haniyeh told the broadcaster Al
Jazeera that three sons - Hazem, Amir, and Muhammad - had remained in Gaza during the
war. A statement from Hamas later said four of Haniyeh's grandchildren - Mona, Amal,
Khaled and Razan - were among those killed in what they called the "treacherous and
cowardly" strike. Haniyeh said he heard the news as he was visiting wounded Palestinians
who had been taken for treatment to the Qatari capital, Doha, which is where the Hamas
leader lives.(BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)
ISRAEL DENIES FAMINE LOOMS IN GAZA, BUT EVIDENCE IS OVERWHELMING
In the years since then, it evolved into a gleaming terminal, with complex layers of concrete
walls, defenses and steel gates, all covered with dozens of CCTV cameras. Only the very
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trusted and privileged were allowed to drive through Erez. Journalists had to walk and drag
their bags with them. Until 7 October, when Hamas fighters smashed through Erez. They
attacked the nearby military base, killing Israeli soldiers and taking others hostage. Since
then, it has been closed to all but the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). As part of Israel's attempt
to placate President Joe Biden after seven workers from the World Central Kitchen charity
were killed by the IDF, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu promised to reopen Erez to
humanitarian convoys. (BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

COLOMBIA DROUGHT: FOUR-MINUTE SHOWERS - A PARCHED BOGOTA RATIONS WATER

It comes as the EIl Nifio climate phenomenon pushes reservoir levels to their lowest point in
decades. Officials have split the region around the capital into nine zones - each zone taking
turns to switch off water services for 24 hours. Hospitals and schools are exempt. The city's
mayor called the situation dire. Restrictions announced earlier in the week came into force
on Thursday. Authorities will reassess the situation every two weeks under the rationing
plan. "Let's not waste a drop of water in Bogota at this time," Mayor Carlos Fernando Galan
said in a press conference to announce the measure. "That will help us so that these
restrictions can be lifted more quickly or reduced,” he continued. A lack of rain and unusual
heat has seen Colombia's reservoirs dry up at an alarming rate.

(BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

FIRST EUROPEAN CITIZEN JAILED UNDER HK SECURITY LAW

A Portuguese man has become the first European citizen jailed under the China-imposed
National Security Law in Hong Kong, a law widely criticized by rights groups. Joseph John,
also known as Wong Kin-chung, holds a Portuguese passport and Hong Kong residency and
was previously based in the UK. He was arrested for posting pro-independence and anti-
China content on social media, after returning to Hong Kong to visit family in 2022 In
February, he was convicted of "secession" and on Thursday sentenced to five years in jail.
Under the law, secession is the offence of advocating for Hong Kong to break away from
China. (BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

RUSSIA KAZAKHSTAN FLOODS: WATER LEVELS SWAMP ORENBURG HOUSES

The city's mayor urged many residents to leave home, as sirens sounded. Levels in
Orenburg are likely to peak on Friday, but floods are expected to spread through neighboring
regions over the coming days and weeks. Kazakhstan has also been badly affected, with
100,000 people evacuated from their homes in the last week. The flooding is being
described as the worst to hit the region in 80 years. Last week, several rivers - including the
Ural, Europe's third-largest - burst their banks. A number flow back and forth between
Russia and Kazakhstan. High seasonal temperatures have led to rapidly melting snow and
ice, compounded by heavy rains. (BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

'HUGE AMOUNT' OF GAZA SURGERY ON CHILDREN, SAYS UK DOCTOR

Dr Victoria Rose said a "huge amount" of her work was on children under 16, including many
under six. She said she had treated people with bullet wounds, burns and other injuries. She
added the lack of food available in Gaza meant patients were not strong enough to heal
properly. Over 76,000 Gazans - mainly civilians - have been injured by Israel over the course
of the war, the Hamas-run health ministry says, while 33,000 people have been killed. The
war was sparked by Hamas attacking Israeli communities near Gaza last October, killing
about 1,200 people, mainly civilians, and taking about 250 hostages to Gaza. Dr Rose, a
consultant plastic surgeon, spent two weeks from late March at the European Hospital near
Khan Younis in southern Gaza. (BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)
BRIGHTEST-EVER COSMIC EXPLOSION SOLVED BUT NEW MYSTERIES SPARKED
But in doing so they have run up against two bigger mysteries, including one that casts
doubt on where our heavy elements - like gold - come from. The burst of light, spotted in
2022, is now known to have had an exploding star at its heart, researchers say. But that
explosion, by itself, would not have been sufficient to have shone so brightly. And our current
theory says that some exploding stars, known as supernovas, might also produce the heavy
elements in the universe such as gold and platinum. But the team found none of these
elements, raising new questions about how precious metals are produced. Prof Catherine
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Heymans of Edinburgh University and Scotland's Astronomer Royal, who is independent of
the research team, said that results like these help to drive science forward.

(BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

BELGIUM PROBES RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE IN EU ELECTIONS

Moscow's aim was to bring more pro-Russian candidates into the European Parliament, said
Prime Minister Alexander de Croo. "Weakened support for Ukraine serves Russia on the
battlefield," he said. The Czech government said recently that it had broken up a pro-Kremlin
network. Intelligence agencies both in Prague and Poland said the Voice of Europe news
website had been funded by Moscow to spread propaganda and funnel cash to sympathetic
European politicians. The website has not responded to the allegations. Referring to the
Czech revelations, Prime Minister Alexander de Croo said Belgian intelligence had
confirmed that spy networks were operating in Belgium and several other European
countries. (BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

NETANYAHU MEETS OFFICIALS AS FEARS OF IRAN ATTACK ON ISRAEL GROW
Tensions are high over the possibility that Tehran will retaliate for an air strike that killed
senior Iranian commanders nearly two weeks ago. US officials have told CBS News, the
BBC's US partner, that a "challenging” major attack on Israel could happen imminently.
Israel has said it is ready "defensively and offensively". Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
is expected to meet members of his war cabinet, including Defense Minister Yoav Gallant
and opposition figure Benny Gantz. One US official CBS spoke to warned Iran could use
more than 100 drones, dozens of cruise missiles and possibly ballistic missiles. These would
reportedly be aimed at military targets in Israel. The official added that there was still a
possibility Iran could decide to hold back. "I can't speak to the size, scale, scope of what that
attack might look like," US National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said on Friday,
adding that the Iranian threat was "credible" and that Washington was "watching it as closely
as we can".(BBC Web page : 12.04.2024 Ali Ahmed)

:The End::



