
 

 

 

 

 
 

   Chaitra 08, 1430 Bangla, March 22, 2024, Friday, No. 82, 54th year 

H I G H L I G H T S 
 
PM Sheikh Hasina seeks assistance from India for importing electricity from Bhutan through its 
territories. Sources say Bangladesh initially plans to import around 1,500MW electricity from Bhutan. 
                                                                                               (VOA: 08)                                                                                                   
Awami League General Secretary and Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader has said 
extortion cannot be stopped completely but we have to control it.                          (R. Today: 18) 

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anisul Huq has informed a new law regarding Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) will be drafted by next September.                                        (Jago FM: 21) 
 
BNP SG Mirza Fakhrul Islam says AL has started indescribable torture and oppression on the leaders and 
workers of opposition parties including BNP every day in order to retain their illegal power.  
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 25) 
Mentioning a govt report that about 4 crore people are living in hunger, Opposition leader and Jatiya 
Party chairman GM Quader has commented there’s a partial famine going on in the country now. 
                                                                                          (R. Today: 19) 
The representatives of BNP and civil society who boycotted the election consider the report given by US 
election monitoring agencies as realistic. However, the ruling Awami League disagreed on this.  (VOA: 09) 
                                                                             
Govt. decides to include employees of self-governing, autonomous, state-owned, statutory or homogeneous 
orgs in Universal Pension Scheme. University Teachers oppose it terming it discriminatory.      (BBC: 06) 
                                                                                       
A study shows mosquitoes has doubled in just three months in Dhaka alone. In such a situation, Health 
Ministry has held a meeting with the two City Corporations of Dhaka to prevent mosquito-borne diseases. 
                                                                                               (BBC: 03) 
HC directs to continue ongoing raids in all unauthorized restaurants, not pick and choose, and orders that 
all 13 restaurants which had already been shut down, at Gawsia Twin Peak building would remain so. 
                                                                                          (R. Today: 18) 
DU authorities in response to reports in several newspapers say they have never issued any circular 
prohibiting peaceful and constructive Ramadan events on the campus.                      (Jago FM: 23) 
                                                                                         
Eight years have gone by since the killing of college student Sohagi Jahan Tonu. Her family no longer 
seeks justice, raising concern over authorities’ utter failure in identifying the culprits.          (VOA: 12)                                                                            
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BBC 
LARGE MISSILE ATTACK TARGETS UKRAINIAN CAPITAL 
Ukraine has intercepted 31 missiles launched by Russia at Kyiv overnight, Ukraine's air 
force said. At least 17 people, including a child, were injured by falling debris, four of whom 
are in hospital, authorities said. It is the largest Russian attack in weeks and follows a vow 
from Moscow for revenge over recent attacks by Ukraine on its border regions. The attack 
prompted Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelensky to renew his call for more military aid 
from Western allies. Several explosions were heard throughout Kyiv shortly before dawn as 
its anti-missile defence systems shot the rockets down. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
FEARS OF HUNGER AS HAITI TURMOIL SPREADS  
Sarah Molin's life reflects the death of Haiti's problems. A year ago, the 20-year-old was a 
computer science student living in a suburb of the capital, Port-au-Prince. But the failed state 
that Haiti is rapidly becoming has failed its young people most of all. Months of turmoil and 
political instability following the murder of President Jovenel Moise in July 2021 have 
culminated in the current spate of extreme gang violence. The fighting has already claimed 
many thousands of victims, from those whose bodies lie strewn in the streets, to others like 
Sarah and her family who were forced from their home last August and now live inside an 
abandoned cinema. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
PORTUGAL SET FOR CENTRE-RIGHT MINORITY GOVERNMENT 
Portugal's president has invited centre-right politician Luis Montenegro to form a minority 
government. The Democratic Alliance (AD) won snap elections this month but fell short of 
winning a majority in parliament. The party rejected working with the far-right Chega party, 
which won a record number of seats. Portugal, governed by the Socialists since 2015, now 
has its most fragmented parliament since the end of its dictatorship half a century ago. 
President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa invited Mr Montenegro to become prime minister shortly 
after midnight on Thursday after consulting with party leaders.  
(BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
EXTREME HEAT CAN DOUBLE STILLBIRTH RISK IN INDIA: STUDY 
Working in extreme heat can double the risk of stillbirth and miscarriage for pregnant 
women, according to new research from India. The study found that the risks to mothers-to-
be are significantly higher than previously thought. Researchers say hotter summers can 
affect not only women in tropical climates, but also in countries such as the UK. They want 
specific health advice for working pregnant women globally. Eight hundred pregnant women 
in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu took part in the study, which was started in 2017 
by the Faculty of Public Health at the Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and 
Research (SRIHER) in Chennai. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
VIETNAM'S PRESIDENT OUT AFTER JUST YEAR IN OFFICE 
Vietnam's president Vo Van Thuong has resigned after only one year in office. After a 
meeting of the ruling Communist Party on Wednesday, the government said he had broken 
party rules and negatively affected its reputation. In a country known for its political stability, 
rigidly enforced by the party, a president has just been forced to resign for the second time in 
just over a year. Vo Van Thuong, at 53-years-old, was the youngest ever to hold the 
position. The explanation given by the government does not reveal much about the reasons. 
It states only that President Thuong "violated party rules, and that he had shortcomings 
which affected public opinion and the reputation of the party, state and himself.  
(BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
INDONESIA'S PRABOWO CONFIRMED AS NEXT PRESIDENT 
Indonesia's defence minister Prabowo Subianto has been declared the winner of last 
month's presidential election in the world's third largest democracy. Mr Prabowo appealed 
for unity as his two rivals, Anies Baswedan and Ganjar Pranowo, vowed to contest the 
result. The former general, who had been dogged by allegations of human rights abuse for 
decades, won 58.59% of the votes. He had endeared himself to social media-savvy voters 
with TikTok videos that cast him as a cuddly grandpa. "For those who didn't vote for us, give 
us a chance," the 72-year-old said after the elections commission announced the official 
count on Wednesday night. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
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ISRAEL REPORTEDLY SUSPENDS GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
Israel's English-language government spokesman Eylon Levy has been suspended, Israeli 
media reports say. The Israeli prime minister's office has not given a reason, according to 
the reports. But there is speculation that it is linked to an online row with the UK foreign 
secretary, Lord Cameron. Mr Levy has so far not commented. On 8 March, he wrote a now-
deleted post on X (formerly Twitter) responding to another one from Lord Cameron that 
urged Israel "to allow more aid trucks into Gaza". "I hope you are also aware there are NO 
limits on the entry of food, water, medicine, or shelter equipment into Gaza, and in fact the 
crossings have EXCESS capacity," Mr Levy replied. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
DEADLY SUICIDE BOMB REPORTED AT KANDAHAR BANK 
At least 21 people have been killed in a suicide bombing in the southern Afghan city of 
Kandahar, a doctor at the regional hospital has told the BBC. The Taliban government has 
put the death toll at three. Police said a number of others were wounded. The suicide attack 
took place at about 08:00, the Taliban said, at a bank located in the city centre. No group 
has yet said it carried out the attack, which appears to be the biggest in Afghanistan this 
year. The blast took place at a branch where Afghan government employees were queueing 
to collect their salaries. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
INDIA PM MODI ACCUSED OF USING TAX OFFICE TO CRIPPLE OPPOSITION 
India's main opposition Congress party has accused Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
government of using the tax department to starve them of finances ahead of elections 
starting next month. Congress leader Sonia Gandhi said they had made "a systematic effort 
to cripple the party financially ". The party said freezing its accounts, which have 2.1bn 
rupees, was unprecedented and undemocratic. The BJP and the tax department is yet to 
respond to the allegations. Congress made the accusations on Thursday at a press 
conference attended by party chief Mallikarjun Kharge, top leaders Sonia and Rahul Gandhi 
and Treasurer Ajay Maken. (BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
GHANA CABINET NOMINEES BLOCKED IN ANTI-GAY BILL ROW 
The speaker of Ghana's parliament has blocked the approval of new ministers amid a row 
over the president's delay in signing an anti-LGBTQ+ bill passed last month. The presidency 
has asked parliament not to send the bill for his assent until legal challenges against it are 
dealt with. The speaker has condemned the presidency's move as contemptuous. The bill 
criminalizes gay relationships and anyone who supports them. President Nana Akufo-Addo 
is under intense pressure from those Ghanaians who want him to sign it into law, and also 
from Western donors and human rights groups who are urging him not to approve it.  
(BBC Web Page: 21/03/24, FARUK) 
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