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HIGHLIGHTS

AL GS says, the global turmoil is the reason for the increase in commodity prices. Adds, it is not
possible to completely stop the extortion in transport sector. (VOA : 6, R. Today : 16)

Foreign Minister says, government is making efforts to free BD’s flag ship MV Abdullah and its
sailors, held hostage by pirates off the coast of Somalia, as soon as possible.

(VOA : 7, R. Today : 15)

BNP SG says, as there is no rule of law and good governance in country, activists participating

in democratic struggle are being deprived of justice. A totalitarian anarchy exists in the country.

(R. Today : 15)

BNP leader R K Rizvi alleges, all kinds of programs are going on in the universities, but the iftar

party is being attacked there. Adds, after failing to control market, govt let loose Chhatra League

to break the iftar parties of devout Muslims. (R. Today : 16)

Bangladesh plans to open source coal mining in future to reduce energy crisis and import
dependency. Experts believe, open coal mining will be disastrous for the country. (BBC: 3)

On the social media X handle (formerly Twitter), US Senator Durbin wrote, "In a meeting with
Ambassador Imran, I called for an end to the harassment against Professor Yunus." (VOR: 1)

Proof of constant fraud in market is found in the analysis of 12,937 market surveillance data of
consumer rights protection dept. Evidence of two or more crimes is found in its each raid.

(Jago EFM: 19)
Goods’ price is constantly going out of control. Apart from relying on fish and meat, buyers are
not able to bring relief on vegetables. (R. Today : 17)

D6 of consumer rights protection dept. says, there is a flaw in market management. while
changing hands, each party gains unethically and unfairly. Due to which market becomes volatile.

(DW: 11)
On the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan, the Agriculture Marketing Department has fixed
the prices of 29 daily commodities including fish and meat. (Jago FM : 20)

A Jamdani trader alleges that deshi jamdani industry is being destroyed due to Indian Jamdani.
(Jago FM : 20-21)
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BBC

ISRAEL SAYS IT PLANS 'HUMANITARIAN ISLANDS' FOR GAZA DISPLACED

Some 1.4 million people are sheltering in the southern city after fleeing the fighting between Israeli
troops and Hamas in northern and central areas. It is not clear what the "islands" will look like, or
how they will operate. But the military suggested that aid and temporary housing would be
provided. No timeframe has yet been given about when the operation could happen. The UN and
US have warned that a full-scale assault in Rafah could be disastrous. Israel has repeatedly
signaled its need for such an operation, insisting Hamas cannot be fully removed in Gaza without
targeting Rafah. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

AUSTRALIAN FARM GROWS WORLD'S BIGGEST BLUEBERRY

Picked in November and stashed in a freezer since, the monster was almost 4cm wide and
weighed in at 20.4g - about 10 times the average blueberry. The title was previously held by a
16.2g berry grown in Western Australia. The specimen is of a new variety developed by the Costa
Group, to meet consumer demands for larger berries. Brad Hocking says the Eterna breed
consistently yields huge fruit, but recent growing conditions had sparked a bumper crop at their
farm in Corindi in northern New South Wales. His team had noticed some promising berries on
the trees but were shocked and "stoked" when they were weighed.

(BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT APPOINTS LONG-TIME ADVISER AS PRIME MINISTER

Mr Mustafa, a US-educated economist and former senior World Bank official, is a long-time
adviser to the president. His predecessor, Mohammed Shtayyeh, resigned three weeks ago,
citing the "emerging reality in the Gaza Strip". Mr Abbas is under pressure from the US to reform
the PA so it can govern Gaza after the Israel-Hamas war ends. Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu presented last month a vision for the territory that made no mention of any role for the
PA. The Israeli military launched a large-scale air and ground campaign in Gaza after Hamas
gunmen killed about 1,200 people in southern Israel on 7 October and took 253 other people
hostages. Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry says at least 31,300 people have been killed in the
territory since then. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

ELECTORAL BONDS: LOTTERY COMPANY AMONG INDIA'S TOP POLITICAL DONORS
Donations were made under an electoral bonds scheme that allowed anonymity for people and
companies. Future Gaming and Hotel Services emerged as the largest donor, acquiring bonds
worth at 13bn rupees ($156.7m, £123m) from April 2019 to January 2024. The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) was the biggest beneficiary, securing almost half of the bonds worth 120bn
rupees donated between 2018 and 2024. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government had
launched the electoral bonds scheme in 2018. While the government had claimed the scheme
would make political funding more transparent, critics say it did the opposite instead and made
the process more opaque. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

INDIAN WELLS: BEES SWARM COURT AS CARLOS ALCARAZ BEATS ALEXANDER ZVEREV
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Umpire Mohamed Lahyani was forced to suspend play in the third game as the bees invaded the
court in California. The match was delayed for one hour and 40 minutes before defending
champion Alcaraz won 6-3 6-1. "For sure the most unusual match | have ever played in my
career," Wimbledon champion Alcaraz said afterwards. "l saw some bees around, but | thought it
was just a few of them. But | saw the sky and there were thousands flying, stuck in my hair, going
to me. "It was crazy. | tried to stay away from them, but it was impossible. "I'm a little bit afraid of
them. | had to stay safe, and | was running everywhere." The bees were particularly attracted to
the Spidercam - a TV camera which moves above the court on cables.

(BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

O SONKO & BD FAYE: SENEGAL OPPOSITION LEADERS FREED DAYS BEFORE ELECTION
The two met thousands of their jubilant supporters in the capital, Dakar, after their release late on
Thursday. Their release followed an amnesty announced by President Macky Sall. The elections
are due to be held on 24 March after a failed bid to push them to December. "It's the most
beautiful day of my life,” one supporter of the released pair told the BBC. Mr Faye, 44, is one of
the 19 candidates contesting the elections and is expected to start campaigning this Friday. He is
vying through the Diomaye President coalition party. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)
SQUID GAME ACTOR O YEONG-SU FOUND GUILTY OF SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

The 79-year-old was charged in 2022 with sexually assaulting a woman twice. The assaults took
place five years earlier when O was staying in a rural area for a theatre performance in 2017,
AFP reported the Seongsan Branch of the Suwon District Court as saying. O has said he will
appeal against the verdict and has seven days to do so. The allegations were that he hugged a
woman and kissed her on the cheek against her will, the Yonhap news agency reported. O has
also been ordered to attend classes on sexual violence, it has been reported. According to AFP,
judge Jeong Yeon-ju said the victim's records of the assault and her claims were "consistent ...
and appear to be statements that cannot be made without actually experiencing them".

(BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

RUSSIA ELECTION 2024: VOTING BEGINS IN ELECTION PUTIN IS BOUND TO WIN

Ballots will be cast over three days, even though the result is not in doubt as he has no credible
opponent. Polling stations opened in the Kamchatka Peninsula, Russia's easternmost region, at
08:00 local time on Friday (20:00 GMT on Thursday) and will finally close in the westernmost
Kaliningrad exclave at 20:00 on Sunday. It was at a grand military awards ceremony last
December that Vladimir Putin, 71, told the Russian public he would stand for the presidency for a
fifth time. At the solemn event, held in one of the Kremlin's most opulent halls, Russia's leader of
24 years had just handed out top honors to soldiers who had taken part in Russia's "special
military operation” in Ukraine. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

J CRUMBLEY: FATHER OF MICHIGAN SCHOOL GUNMAN CONVICTED OF MANSLAUGHTER
The trial heard that James Crumbley, 47, had ignored his son Ethan's mental health needs,
buying him the handgun he used in the November 2021 attack. He and his wife - who was
convicted on the same charges - now both face a maximum of 15 years in prison. The case is
thought to mark the first time the parents of a mass shooter have been held criminally liable. The
couple are scheduled to be sentenced on 9 April. The jury deliberated for just over a day after a
nearly week-long trial. James Crumbley was in court on Thursday evening for the verdict and
appeared to show little reaction as it was read out. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)
UKRAINE WAR: EUROPE SPLIT CLOUDS MACRON TALKS WITH SCHOLZ IN BERLIN

The French leader has warned the "security of Europe and the French is at stake" and if Russia
wins Europe's credibility will be "reduced to zero". But Mr Scholz has been far more cautious,
ruling out the deployment of Germany's Taurus cruise missiles. Ukraine faces a critical arms
shortage. The German chancellor has come under pressure to extend his government's help,
because a $60bn (£47bn; €55bn) US military aid package for Ukraine has been blocked in
Congress by Republicans on the right. (BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

F WILLIS CAN STAY ON D TRUMP GEORGIA ELECTION MEDDLING CASE IF LAWYER QUITS
Mr Trump and his co-defendants had alleged Fani Willis's relationship with Nathan Wade, who
she hired, had compromised the integrity of the case. The judge disagreed - but said it did create
an “"appearance of impropriety”. He said either Ms Willis or Mr Wade should leave the case to
resolve that. In his ruling, Judge McAfee said Ms Willis had committed an "tremendous lapse in
judgement” by engaging in an affair with Mr Wade, and also called her testimony last month
"unprofessional”. Mr Trump and his 18 co-defendants claimed the relationship created a conflict
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of interest, saying Ms Willis benefited financially from the relationship. But Ms Willis and Mr Wade

denied this - saying they split the cost of their holidays together.
(BBC Web page : 15.03.2024 Ali Ahmed)

:THE END::



