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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Sheikh Hasina asks all concerned, especially the field level administration, to ensure that the
building code is maintained in the construction of buildings across the country.  (R. Today: 10)

Foreign Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud strongly condemns the ongoing Israeli attack in Gaza and
calls for a united effort to stop crimes against humanity. (VOA: 6; Jago FIM: 16)

Health Minister Prof. Dr Samanta Lal Sen asks for the cooperation of DCs to continue the
campaign against illegal hospitals & clinics in every district & upazila of the country.
(Jago FM: 16)
BNP SJSG R K Rizvi says govt. is increasing the price of goods without thinking about the
people. Adds, electricity price has been increased for the profit of aggressive syndicate of AL.
(R. Today: 10)
Labour Appellate Tribunal extends the bail of Nobel laureate Dr M Yunus in the case of violation
of labor laws. However, how many days of bail have heen given will be announced later.
(BBC: 4; R. Today: 11)
The presence of foreign diplomats was noticeable in the court centering the bail of Prof M
Yunus. Four representatives from US, UK, Netherlands & EU appear at Lahour Appellate Tribunal.
(BBC: 3)
The Hppellate Division has upheld the sentence of five months imprisonment & a fine of Tk 2,000
given by the HC to BNP Chairperson's advisor HR Habib. He was sentenced to contempt of court.
(VOR: T)
R writ petition has been filed with the High Court seeking directives to shut down restaurants in
residential buildings due to safety concerns and demanding the arrest of culprits responsible for a
fire at Green Cozy Cottage and compensation for victims' families. (R. Today: 12)

There is dollar crisis in Bangladesh and the reserve is decreasing. Now the amount of reserves is
19.94 billion dollars. So, the government wants to improve the situation through offshore banking.
(DW: 9)
SANEM Executive Director says, 5% incentive on remittance will help to increase remittance
temporarily. In order to increase remittances, hundi and money laundering should be stopped.

(VOA: 5)
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has called on Western allies to deliver more air defence
systems after at least eight people were killed in a Russian drone strike on Odesa. (BBC: 19)
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BBC

ISRAELI HOSTAGES STATUS HANGS OVER GAZA TRUCE TALKS

Mediators and Hamas have arrived in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, for talks on a new
ceasefire, as Israel is reported to be demanding reassurance on the hostages fate before
attending. An unnamed US official has said Israel has "more or less accepted" the deal. But
Israeli media say Hamas is refusing to say which of its hostages are still alive, so Israel will
not attend. The US says the six-week pause would see the release of more Israeli hostages
and Palestinian prisoners. Pressure for a deal intensified after Thursday's incident outside
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Gaza City in the north of the territory where at least 112 people were killed as crowds rushed
an aid convoy. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

SHEHBAZ SHARIF WINS SECOND TERM AS PAKISTAN PM

Pakistan's newly formed parliament has elected Shehbaz Sharif as prime minister for a
second term. He defeated a rival supported by jailed former Prime Minister Imran Khan. The
move comes three weeks after an inconclusive general election that was marred by
allegations of intimidation and vote-rigging. Mr Sharif's PML-N party came second in the poll.
Independent candidates backed by Mr Khan's PTI won the most seats but failed to get a
majority. On Sunday, National Assembly Speaker Ayaz Sadig announced that Mr Sharif had
secured 201 parliamentary votes. He needed 169 to be elected prime minister.

(BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

GAZANS CROWDFUND THOUSANDS FOR UNCERTAIN ESCAPE

As deadly Israeli bombardments and acute food shortages continue, and a threatened Israel
military operation in southern Gaza looms, more and more Palestinians are seeking a way
out - if they can find the money for it. The uncertain exit requires people to pay thousands of
dollars and navigate scammers and misinformation to get their names onto a list of people
approved to leave via the Rafah crossing to Egypt. The crossing is closed to the vast
majority of people under an Egyptian-Israeli blockade against Hamas. Only some foreign
passport holders and their defenders have been able to leave, as well as some seriously
wounded and sick people and those accompanying them.

(BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

GAZA RECEIVES FIRST AIRDROP OF US HUMANITARIAN AID

The US has carried out its first airdrop of humanitarian aid for Gaza, with more than 30,000
meals parachuted in by three military planes. The operation, carried out jointly with Jordan's
Air Force, was the first of many announced by President Joe Biden. The head of a well-
known aid organization told the BBC he thought there was a famine in northern Gaza. At
least 112 people were killed as crowds rushed to an aid convoy outside Gaza City on
Thursday. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

FRANCE TO ENSHRINE ABORTION RIGHT IN CONSTITUTION

France is preparing to become the first country in the world to put the right to abortion in its
constitution. On Monday, parliamentarians from the upper and lower chambers will meet in
special session in the Palace of Versailles, summoned by President Emmanuel Macron. If,
as expected, they vote for the government's motion by a three-fifths majority, then the
country's 1958 constitution will be revised to enshrine women's "guaranteed freedom" to
abort. It will be the 25th amendment to the Fifth Republic's founding document, and the first
since 2008. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

UKRAINE APPEALS TO WEST AS DEADLY DRONE HITS ODESA

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky had called on Western allies to deliver more air
defence systems after at least eight people were killed in a Russian drone strike on Odesa.
A four-month-old baby and a three-year-old child were among the victims of the overnight
strike on Ukraine's southern city, local officials said. "Russia continues to wage war on
civilians," President Zelensky said. Russian troops have recently made gains in Ukraine
which faces arms shortages. Ukraine's commander-in-chief has signalled he will replace
some military leaders on the eastern front. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

US-OWNED SHIP HIT BY HOUTHIS SINKS OFF YEMEN COAST

A British-registered cargo ship has sunk two weeks after being attacked by Houthis in the
Gulf of Aden. Yemen's government said the Rubymar was drifting and taking on water for
days before it sank. It is the first ship to have been sunk by the Iran-backed rebels in Yemen
since they began targeting vessels in the Red Sea. The ship was reportedly carrying
fertilizers and experts say the sinking risks an environmental catastrophe. The Rubymar was
in the Gulf of Aden near the Bab al-Mandeb Strait when it was hit by two missiles fired by
Yemen-based Houthi rebels. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

BURKINA FASO SAYS 170 DEAD IN VILLAGE EXECUTIONS

Some 170 people including women and children have been executed in attacks on three
villages in Burkina Faso, a public prosecutor has said. Aly Benjamin Coulibaly appealed for
witnesses to help find those who attacked Komsilga, Nordin and Soro. Separately, army
chiefs warned of the increased risk of attacks by militants, including attacks on urban
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centres. The country's army seized power in 2022, but more than a third of Burkina Faso is
controlled by insurgents. (BBC Web Page: 03/03/24, FARUK)

:: The End ::



