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HIGHLIGHTS

President Mohammed Shahabuddin urges all concerned in textile sector to be vigilant so that no vicious
circle or self-interested clique can destroy the atmosphere of garment factories. (R. Today: 18)

PM Sheikh Hasina asks BD Police to intensify their efforts in eradicating militancy, terrorism, drug abuse
& corruption, underscoring these actions as pivotal for the nation's peace, stability & future prosperity.

(VOR: 11)

AL GS comments, BNP has now become silent because the party doesn’t get what it wants from US.

Adds, BNP wants US to impose sanctions but Washington says to advance relationship bet* 2 countries.

(R. Today: 18)

BNP S]SG Ruhul Kabir Rizvi comments that it is their old practice that the government is putting all the

blame on BNP to cover up its failures. (R. Today: 18)

BNP claims 15 of its’ leaders & activists who were arrested in connection with parliamentary elections
died in custody either without receiving adequate medical care or as a result of torture & persecution
during police remand. (VOR: 8)

The Supreme Court has ordered private universities in BD to pay a 15 percent tax on their earnings.

(R. Today: 18)
Jatka is being hunted freely in the rivers of southern part of country. Although the fishermen of this
region catch fish in violation of the ban, there is no supervision to take care of it. (R. Tehran: 13)

Discussions are going on regarding sexual harassment against a teacher of VNSC. Human rights activists
say although there is an obligation to form committees to prevent sexual harassment in all educational
institutions, most of them do not exist. (BBC: 3)

Dhaka is a city of grabbing. From sidewalks to public toilets, canals, rivers, everything is grabbed.
Urban planners say, there is no one to watch the citizens in this Dhaka city of 20 million inhabitants.
(DW: 14-15)

The govt. is set to raise electricity prices before the arrival of Romadan & summer. Basically, the
decision to adjust electricity prices has been taken to phase out the subsidy. (BBC: 4)

The number of patients suffering from head & neck cancer in BD is increasing day by day. According to
experts, of the total child cancer patients in BD, 8 to 10% are suffering from head & neck cancer.
(BBC: 6)
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BBC

HOPE FOR GAZA CEASEFIRE BY NEXT WEEK: BIDEN

US President Joe Biden says he hopes to have a ceasefire in the war between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza by Monday. His comments come amid reports of some progress in indirect
negotiations involving Israeli and Hamas officials. It would involve aid deliveries to Gaza and
the release of more hostages taken during the 7 October Hamas attacks. Israel has not
commented and Hamas officials have indicated the two sides are not as close to a ceasefire
deal as Mr Biden suggested. Qatar, which has been mediating in the talks alongside Egypt,
said they were pushing hard for a deal and felt optimistic, but had nothing to announce.
(BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

PROMINENT RUSSIAN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST JAILED

Oleg Orlov looked calm as he sat waiting for the judge to deliver the verdict. Room 518 in
the courthouse was packed with well-wishers, foreign ambassadors and journalists. The
judge entered the courtroom and began reading out the verdict. She declared the veteran
human rights campaigner guilty of "repeatedly discrediting” the Russian armed forces.
Having named the crime, she announced the punishment: Oleg Orlov, co-chair of the Nobel
Peace Prize-winning organization "Memorial’, was sent to prison for two and a half years.
(BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

RUSSIAN DEFEAT IN UKRAINE VITAL FOR EUROPE: MACRON

French President Emmanuel Macron has said it is key for Europe's security to defeat Russia
in Ukraine, amid urgent pleas for more weapons from Kyiv. He was speaking in Paris where
he said that European leaders had agreed to set up a coalition to give Ukraine medium- and
long- range missiles and bombs. He added that there was "no consensus" on sending
Western troops to Ukraine but "nothing should be excluded". Russian troops made recent
gains in Ukraine which faces big arms shortages. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)
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INDIA NAMES ASTRONAUTS FOR MAIDEN SPACE FLIGHT

India has unveiled four Air Force pilots who have been shortlisted to travel on the country's
maiden space flight scheduled for next year. The Gaganyaan mission aims to send three
astronauts to an orbit of 400Km and bring them back after three days. India's space agency
Isro has been carrying out a number of tests to prepare for the flight. In October, a key test
demonstrated that the crew could safely escape the rocket in case it malfunctioned. After it
sources, Isro said a test flight would take a robot into space in 2024, before astronauts are
sent into space in 2025. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

UN'S TOP COURT HEARS KEY CASE ON ISRAELI OCCUPATION

The UN's top court, the International Court of Justice (ICJ), is hearing the final arguments in
a case challenging Israel's 56-year occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. The question at
the heart of this week's hearings is: What are the legal consequences of Israel's occupation
of the Palestinian territories? It may not have the drama of recent World Court cases, but
leading international lawyer Phillipe Sands told the BBC "In terms of the legal outcomes, and
solution that must ultimately be found, this is as significant as it gets." This case was initiated
by a UN General Assembly (UNGA) resolution in December 2022, before the 7 October
attacks by Hamas last year, and Israel's military response in the Gaza Strip.

(BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

DEMOCRATS BRACE FOR GAZA BACKLASH IN MICHIGAN VOTE

Voters in Michigan have been organizing for months to send Joe Biden a message during
the state's primary on Tuesday: "No ceasefire. No vote." After President Biden narrowly
defeated Donald Trump in Michigan in the last election in 2020, those efforts are a real
cause of concern for the Biden team - the two are headed for a likely rematch in November.
In a close presidential election - as predicted by most polls - experts say Michigan is a must-
win state. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

DOZENS KILLED DURING PRAYERS AT BURKINA FASO MOSQUE

Dozens of people have been shot dead at a mosque on the same day that a church was
attacked, say the authorities in Burkina Faso. It was during early-morning prayers on Sunday
that the gunmen surrounded the mosque in Natiaboani town. "The victims were all Muslims,
most of them men," a local resident told the AFP news agency. More than a third of Burkina
Faso is currently under the control of insurgents. Reports say the attackers were Islamist
fighters who also targeted soldiers and a self-defence militia stationed locally that same day.
(BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

THE YOUNG REFUSING TO BECOME MYANMAR'S HUMAN SHIELDS

A deadly stampede outside a passport office that took two lives and unending lines outside
embassies - these are just some examples of what has been happening in Myanmar since
the announcement of mandatory conscription into the military. Myanmar's military
government is facing increasingly effective opposition to its rule and has lost large areas of
the country to armed resistance groups. On 1 February 2021, the military seized power in a
coup, jailing elected leaders and plunging much of the country into a bloody civil war that
continues today. Thousands have been killed and the UN estimates that around 2.6 million
people have been displaced. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

SWEDEN'S BID TO JOIN NATO CLEARS FINAL HURDLE

Sweden has cleared its final obstacle to joining Nato after Hungary's parliament voted to
ratify the bid. The Nordic nation applied to join the defence alliance after Russia's full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022. Every member must approve a new joiner, and Hungary had
delayed, accusing Sweden of being hostile to it. But last week Hungary's Prime Minister
Viktor Orban said the two countries were now "prepared to die for each other". All Nato
members are expected to help an ally which comes under attack. Swedish Prime Minister UIf
Kristersson said it was a "historic day" and a "big step” for Sweden to abandon 200 years of
neutrality. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

PALESTINIAN PM RESIGNS OVER NEW GAZA REALITY

Palestinians Authority (PA) Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh has resigned along with his
government, which runs parts of the occupied West Bank. Mr Shtayyeh said new
arrangements were needed to take account of the emerging reality in the Gaza Strip.
President Mahmoud Abbas accepted his decision, which could pave the way for a
technocratic government. Mr Abbas is under pressure from the US to reform the PA so it
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could govern Gaza after the Israel-Hamas war ends. Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry says
at least 29,782 people have been killed in the territory since then, including 90 in the past 24
hours. (BBC Web Page: 27/02/24, FARUK)

:: The End ::



