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HIGHLIGHTS

PM Sheikh Hasina says, an independent judiciary, strong parliament & administration can take a country
towards development. (VOA: 09)

AL GS Obaidul Quader claims, BNP is sponsoring and supporting the hoarders and syndicates to create an
anarchic situation regarding commodity prices. (R. Today: 14)

BNP S]S6 Ruhul Kabir Rizvi comments that Prime Minister is "lying" to mislead people about the
commodity price hike. Govt. has failed completely to control the prices of goods, is now blaming on BNP.

(Jago FM: 21)
US Deputy Assistant Minister Afrin Akhtar has held a meeting with BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir. It is Mirza Fakhrul's first meeting with foreigners after heing released from jail. (VOA: 10)

JaPa chairman GM Quader himself has termed JaPa as a domestic party. Adds, govt. is conspiring to
achieve nefarious purposes by infusing its own agents into JaPa by weakening party. (R. Today: 15)

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Muhammad Yunus says, whatever the situation may be, he will stay in the
country. Adds, people of Bangladesh are not able to talk about democracy freely. (DW: 12)

Health experts warn that there is a danger of increasing the number of coronavirus infections in the
next few months as cold-fever-like symptoms are increasing in the country. (BBC: 03)

Despite various initiatives of govt. including reducing import duty, market supervision, price of dates is
not decreasing. Compared to last year, price of dates in the market has increased by 40 to 60 percent.
(Jago FM: 20)
The death of domestic worker Preeti Urang in Dhaka has once again brought to forefront the issue of
domestic worker abuse & non-trial in BD. Ruthorities say, many cases of torture are covered up. Even in
cases like murder, the accused escaped punishment through compromise. (OW: 13)

IDRA’s latest report says many insurance claims are not settled in the country. Customers are not
getting the money. Claim settlement rate in life insurance is 67 % and in general insurance it is 35 %.
(BBC: 06)
The US and EU have announced additional sanctions against Russia. It targets individuals linked to
opposition leader Navalny's death, as well as Russia's financial sector, defense industry and others.
(NHE: 12)
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BBC
FIFTEEN DEAD AND DOZENS INJURED IN CHINA FLAT FIRE
Fifteen people have been killed and more than 40 injured after a fire ripped through an
apartment building in eastern China, local authorities said. Footage shared on social media
showed flames and plumes of black smoke engulfing several floors of a skyscraper in
Nanjing city. Officials suggested the blaze started on the first floor of the building, where
electric bikes were being stored. But the specific cause of the fire remained under
investigation. (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)
GAZA DESPERATELY NEEDS MORE AID BUT AGENCIES CAN'T COPE
The images have been searing. Children scrabbling in the dirt, gathering handfuls of spilled
flour which they stuff into their pockets. Aid trucks surrounded by angry mobs of mostly
young men, who attack the drivers and make off with whatever they can carry. Northern
Gaza is almost entirely cut off from the outside world. The population, estimated at around
3,00,000 people, reduced to a feral existence in a world where shops barely exist and aid
never arrives. The south, meanwhile, is crammed with the displaced - hundreds of
thousands of people constantly on the move, looking for food, shelter and safety.
(BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)
UKRAINE SAYS IT HAS DOWNED SECOND RUSSIAN SPY PLANE
Ukraine says it has downed a Russian A-50 military spy plane - the second such claim in just
over a month. The plane was hit between the Russian cities of Rostov-on-Don and
Krasnodar, Ukrainian military sources said, over 200km from the front line. Emergency
services reportedly found plane fragments in Kanevskoy district and put out a raging fire.
Russia has not commented on the claim. Saturday marks two years since Russia launched a
full-scale invasion. (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)
US JETS INTERCEPT HIGH-ALTITUDE BALLOON OVER UTAH
US military aircraft have intercepted a high-altitude balloon flying over the western part of the
country and determined it was non-threatening. The small object is not manoeuvrable and
presents no hazzard to flight safety, US officials said, though its origin and purpose were
unknown. The aircraft was spotted on Friday over Colorado and Utah , drifting east. Last
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year, the US shot down a Chinese balloon after it crossed the country from Alaska to the
east coast. Friday's object, detected floating around 44,000ft, prompted US officials to
scramble fighter jets to investigate. (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

NETANYAHU LAYS OUT PLAN FOR GAZA AFTER THE WAR

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has laid out his vision for a post-war Gaza. Under
his plan Israel would control security indefinitely, and Palestinians with no links to groups
hostile to Israel would run the territory. The US, Israel's major ally, wants the West Bank-
based Palestinian Authority (PA) to govern Gaza after the war. But the short document -
which Mr Netanyahu presented to ministers last night - makes no mention of the PA. He has
previously ruled out a post-war role for the Internationally backed body.

(BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

UK REAFFIRMS UKRAINE SUPPORT ON WAR ANNIVERSARY

Political leaders in the UK have reaffirmed their support for Ukraine on the second
anniversary of Russia's full-scale invasion. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said Britain was
prepared to do "whatever it takes" and pledged almost £250m towards producing artillery
shells. King Charles praised the strength of Ukrainians, who continue to endure tremendous
hardship. It comes a day after the UK announced further sanctions against Russia. Mr
Sunak, who visited Kyiv last month to sign a new security agreement and announce £2.5bn
of military aid to Ukraine over the coming year, said "we must renew our determination” on
this grim anniversary. (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

LEEDS COUNCIL APPEALS FOR MORE UKRAINIAN REFUGEE HOSTS

Leeds City Council has appealed for more Ukrainian refugee hosts on the second
anniversary of Russia's invasion. A council spokesperson said the city had welcomed more
than 900 Ukrainians fleeing the conflict under the Homes for Ukraine scheme since the war
began. But more help was needed, said councillor Mary Harland. Council leader James
Lewis said Leeds had a "long history of offering humanitarian support". Ms Harland, the
council's executive member for communities, said the response to the Homes for Ukraine
scheme in Leeds had been "truly magnificent". (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

IRAN UNVEILS PLAN FOR INTERNET RULES TO PROMOTE LOCAL PLATFORMS

A new regulatory directive from Iran's top internet governing body shows how authorities
hope to steer Iranians away from foreign platforms and turn them towards local ones. Iran's
top internet policymaking body released a directive earlier this week that stipulates new rules
with potentially wide-ranging ramifications for the country's already constrained internet
landscape, which the agency says were approved by Supreme Leader Ali Hosseini
Khamenei. The Supreme Council of Cyberspace (SCC) asserted that using "refinement-
breaking tools" is now "forbidden" unless the user has obtained a legal permit.

(BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

US WARNS OF DISASTER AMID OIL SLICK IN RED SEA FROM SHIP HIT BY HOUTHIS

The United States military has warned of an environmental disaster after an attack by
Yemen's Houthi rebels on a cargo ship caused an oil slick in the Red Sea. The Iran-aligned
group hit the United Kingdom-owned, Belize-flagged bulk carrier Rubymar on February 18
with multiple missiles. It was sailing through the Bab al-Mandeb Strait which connects the
Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, on its way to Bulgaria after leaving Khor Fakkan in the United
Arab Emirates. Extensive damage prompted the crew, all of whom are safe, to abandon the
ship. (BBC Web Page: 24/02/24, FARUK)

::THE END::



