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HIGHLIGHTS

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina reiterates that Bangladesh won’t engage in war with anyone. But ability to
protect independence and sovereignty must be achieved. (VOA: 6, Jago FM: 15,16)

European Commission President congratulates Sheikh Hasina on her re-election as Prime Minister - says,
EU will work with Bangladesh to uphold and advance democracy, human rights and rule of law.

(VOA: 8, Jago FM: 15)
Foreign Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud says, the veto of the United States on the ceasefire proposal in Gaza
in the UNSC is deeply disappointing as extreme human rights violations are taking place there.

(Jago FM: 18)

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal says, govt. has nothing to do about bail of BNP leaders - adds,
BNP can’t now claim itself as opposition party as it didn’t participate in election this year.

(VOA: 8, Jago FM: 16)
Finance Minister Abul Hasan Mahmud Ali says, there is some pressure to repay foreign debt. However,
this pressure is not too much. (VOR: 9, Jago FM: 1T)

Agriculture Minister Dr. Md. Abdus Shaheed says, about 30 percent of crops and food are spoiled and
wasted in Bangladesh at different stages after harvesting. (R. Today: 13)

State Minister for Information and Broadcasting Mohammad Ali Arafat says, he wants to challenge
misinformation and disinformation with true information - adds, there are a lot of wrong information in
RSF published 2023 report. (Jago FM: 19)

State Minister for Commerce Ahsanul Islam Titu comments, people have more money than they need -
adds, products entering market are not remaining unsold and none is returning empty-handed.

(Jago FM: 17)
BNP leader Rizvi says, foreign perception is being expressed in texthooks - adds, Indian culture,
costumes and drama were included in texthooks. (R. Today: 14)

Sugar and Food Industries Corporation has fixed price of sugar 160 taka per kg increasing 20 taka -
according to a notice of corporation, this price has been fixed in coordination with int’l market.

(R. Today: 15)
Terrible situation of mismanagement in health sector has been revealed further through another child's
death in a diagnostic center in Dhaka - two doctors have been arrested in this incident. (DW: 11)
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BBC

KREMLIN LASHES OUT AFTER BIDEN AIMS BARB AT PUTIN

The Kremlin has accused Joe Biden of attempting to appear like a "Hollywood
cowboy" after the US president called Vladimir Putin "a crazy SOB". Mr Biden made
the comments at a public fundraising event on Wednesday in California, warning
about the threat of nuclear conflict. In response, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
called it a poor attempt to appear like a "Hollywood cowboy ". He added that such
vocabulary "debases America itself ". (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

SOUTH AFRICA'S PARLIAMENT IMPEACHES TOP JUDGE

In a historic move, South Africa's parliament has impeached one of the country's top
judges for misconduct. An investigation found that John Hope, the leading judge in
Western Cape province, tried to influence justices at the country's top court in a case
relating to former President Jacob Zuma. He approached two justices in 2008 to see
if they would support Mr Zuma in a decision relating to a corruption case. Mr Hlophe
always denied the accusation. (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

HISTORICAL SITES IN AFGHANISTAN BULLDOZED FOR LOOTING

Dozens of archaeological sites in Afghanistan have been bulldozed to allow
systematic looting, according to researchers at the University of Chicago. They say
their analysis of satellites photos provides the first definitive photographic evidence
that looting patterns that began under the previous government have continued since
the Taliban returned to power in 2021. Ancient settlements dating back to the Late
Bronze Age and Iron Age - some earlier than 1000BC - are among those they say
have been damaged. Most of the sites identified are in northern Afghanistan's Balkh
region, which more than two millennia ago was the heartland of Bacteria.

(BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

LIBYA IN LANDMARK DEAL OVER TRIPOLI MILITIAS EXIT

Armed groups that have been controlling Tripoli for more than a decade have agreed
to leave Libya's capital. Interior minister Imad Trabelsi - part of the internationally
recognized government - said after lengthy negotiations a deal had been struck for
regular forces to police Tripoli. He told journalists there would only be emergency
police, city officers and criminal investigators in their place. The deal comes after a
series of deadly clashes in the city in recent months.

(BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

PALESTINIAN GUNMEN KILL ONE PERSON IN WEST BANK

A man has been killed and seven other people have been wounded in an attack by
three Palestinian gunmen near an Israeli settlement in the occupied West Bank,
Israeli police and medics say. A statement said the terrorists got out of a car at a
checkpoint for Male Adumim and fired automatic weapons at several vehicles waiting
there. Police killed two attackers while the third was wounded and arrested.
Palestinian armed group Hamas praised the attack but did not claim it.

(BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

INDIA STATE BANS CANDY FLOSS OVER CANCER RISK

Some Indian states think so and have banned the sale of the pink, wispy, sugary-
sweet treat. Last week, the southern state of Tamil Nadu implemented the ban after
lab tests confirmed the presence of a cancer-causing substance, Rhodamine-B, in
samples sent for testing. Earlier this month, the union territory of Puducherry banned
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the sweet treat while other states have begun testing samples of it. Cotton candy,
also called buddi-ka-baal (old woman's hair) in India because of its appearance, is
popular with children the world over. (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

SHIP ON FIRE IN GULF OF ADEN AFTER MISSILE ATTACK

Two missiles have hit a ship off Yemen and caused a fire on board, authorities say,
in another apparent attack by Yemen's rebel Houthi movement. The UK Maritime
Trade Operations agency said the unnamed vessel was in the Gulf of Aden when it
was attacked and that US-led coalition forces had responded. A maritime security
firm identified it as a Palau-flagged cargo ship. There was no claim from the Houthis,
but they have been targeted merchant vessels in the region since November.

(BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

UK AID SUPPLIES AIR-DROPPED INTO GAZA FOR FIRST TIME

The UK has air-dropped aid into Gaza for the first time since war broke out after
striking a deal with Jordan. Four tonnes of supplies including medicines, food and
fuel were delivered into the strip on a Jordanian Air Force plane on Wednesday.
Packages fitted with parachutes floated down to the Tel Al-Hawa Hospital in northern
Gaza. UK Foreign Secretary David Cameron said the aid would save lives and keep
the hospital running. The UK has until now only sent aid to Gaza by land and sea,
but northern Gaza - a wasteland after nearly five months of war - is impossible to
reach. (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

TWO WORKERS DIE IN DUTCH BRIDGE COLLAPSE

Two workers have died in the Netherlands after part of an under-construction bridge
collapsed. The incident in Lochem happened after cables snapped on a bridge arch
being hoisted into place - which plummeted to the ground. Two other people were
injured and are being treated in hospital. Officials described the bridge collapse as
an industrial accident and said an investigation into the cause was under way. One
of the dead workers was from Belgium and the other Poland, authorities told Dutch
broadcaster NOS. (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

KENYA DROPS UNPOPULAR ENTRY FEE FOR SEVEN COUNTRIES

Kenya has exempted passport holders from South Africa and six other countries
from paying an unpopular entry fee introduced last month. The government scrapped
visa requirements for all foreign passport holders last month. The move was seen as
an attempt to promote Kenya as a tourist destination and to attract business
travellers. But a $30 entry fee was introduced, including for some visitors who
previously did not require visas. The decision caused a huge backlash, with critics
saying that it could lead to countries with which Kenya has visa-waiver agreements
introducing a similar fee, making travel more costly and bureaucratic.

(BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

INDONESIA HIT BY SOME OF STRONGEST WINDS RECORDED

Indonesia has been struck by some of the strongest winds recorded in the country,
injuring at least 33 people. Buildings were damaged as the winds tore through the
town of Sumedang in West Java province. Videos uploaded to social media show
debris flying through the air, roofs torn from buildings and part of a convenience
store collapsing. A climatologist at government research body BRIN said winds were
strong enough to be considered a tornado. (BBC Web Page: 22/02/24, FARUK)

:: The End ::



