
 

 

 

 

 
 

  Magh 17, 1430 Bangla, January 31, 2024, Wednesday, No. 31, 54th year 
 

H I G H L I G H T S 

 
The maiden session of 12th parliament begins. President Mohammed Shahabuddin in his speech says that 
the country's people and democracy have won in the 12th National Parliament Election.    (Jago FM: 20) 
                                                                                      
PM Sheikh Hasina has said the lack of biomaterials with reliable clinical data infrastructure is one of 
the major reasons why Bangladesh is under-represented in wider medical research.             (VOA: 12) 
 
AL GS Obaidul Quader comments if parties like BNP had participated in the 12th Assembly elections, it 
would have been more competitive and challenging. It is not the fault of AL; BNP is responsible for this. 
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 18) 
The leader of the opposition GM Quader says he has doubts about how the 12th Parliament will be able 
to perform its duties perfectly since the opposition accounts for only 3-4 per cent of the seats.   
                                                                                           (Jago FM: 20) 
BNP standing committee member Gayeshwar Chandra Roy has said those who have no shame will 
participate in the first session of the national parliament.                                      (VOA: 10) 
 
FM Dr. Hasan Mahmud has said what had appeared in the Washington Post on Nobel laureate Dr 
Muhammad Yunus was an advertisement, not a news report.                                   (VOA: 11) 
 
Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has proposed transactions using Chinese or Bangladeshi 
currencies instead of US dollars amid the ongoing dollar rate fluctuation.                   (Jago FM: 18) 
                                                                                        
UN spokesperson Stephen Dujarric has called for the release of those imprisoned politically in Bangladesh. 
                                                                                          (R. Today: 17) 
242 world personalities have written an open letter to PM Sheikh Hasina, commenting that the six-month 
prison sentence given to Dr. Muhammad Yunus in labor law case is a 'farce in the name of justice'. 
                                                                                                (DW: 14) 
China has been saying for the past few months that the country will stand by if Bangladesh’s forex fall 
in crisis. However, experts find geopolitical interests behind China's assurance.                  (BBC: 04) 
                                                 
Bangladesh has slipped by two positions to 149th among the 180 countries in Berlin-based Transparency 
International's Corruption Perception Index 2023.                                           (R. Today: 17) 
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বাাংাদদদলর রাজননততকভাদব কারাগাদর বতি থাকা ব্যতিদদর মুতির আহ্বান জাতনদ়েদছন জাততসাংদঘর মুখপাত্র তিদেন  

ডুজাতরক।                                                                                                     (দর. টুদে: ১৭) 
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তবদের ১৮০ টি দদদলর মদে সবদেদ়ে দুনীততগ্রস্ত দদদলর তাতকা়ে বাাংাদদদলর অবস্থান দলম বদ জাতনদ়েদছ 

ট্রান্সপাদরতন্স ইন্টারন্যালনা (টিআই)। টিআই জানা়ে, ১০০ দকাদরর মদে ২০২৩ সাদ বাাংাদদদলর দকার ২৪ যা 

আদগর বাদরর দেদ়ে দুই পদ়েন্ট কম।                                                                        (দর. টুদে: ১৭) 
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BBC 
PAKISTAN FORMER PM JAILED IN SECRETS CASE AS ELECTION LOOMS 

Former Pakistani prime minister Imran Khan has been sentenced to 10 years in jail in a case 
in which he was charged with leaking state secrets. Khan, who was ousted by his opponents 
as PM in 2022, is already serving a three-year jail terms after being convicted of corruption. 
He has called all the charges against him politically motivated. The conviction under the 
secrets act comes the week before general elections in which he is barred from standing. 
(BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
ISRAEL W BANK HOSPITAL RAID KILLS THREE MILITANTS  
Israeli forces have killed three militants inside a hospital in Jenin, in the occupied West Bank. 
CCTV footage showed members of an undercover unit disguised as medics and other 
civilians making their way through a corridor with rifles raised. The Israeli military said the 
militants were hiding in the hospital, and that one was about to carry out an attack. The 
Palestinian Authority's ministry of health accused Israel of carrying out a "new massacre 
inside hospitals". (BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
US SELLS $238BN OF WEAPONS ABROAD IN RECORD YEAR 
US weapons sales overseas rose sharply last year, reaching a record total of $238bn, as 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine stoked demand. The US government directly negotiated $81bn 
in sales, a 56% increase from 2022, the state department reported. The rest were direct 
sales by US defence companies to foreign nations. Ukraine's neighbour Poland, currently on 
a drive to expand its military, made some of the biggest purchases. Poland bought Apache 
helicopters for $12bn, and also paid $10bn for High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems 
(Himars) and $3.75bn for M1A1 Abrams tanks, the department said in a report for the US 
government's fiscal year that ended in December. (BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
INDIA NAVY RESCUES PAKISTANI SAILORS FROM PIRATES 
Indian naval forces have rescued 19 Pakistani sailors after their fishing vessel was hijacked 
by pirates off Somalia's coast. This was the second rescue operation in 36 hours by Indian 
warship INS Sumitra. Hours earlier, the ship had rescued the 17-member Iranian crew of a 
vessel which was also hijacked by pirates, the navy said. India's navy has responded to 
several distress calls from vessels and sailors over the past few weeks. Recent attacks on 
vessels off Somalia's coast have triggered concerns that pirates could be becoming active 
again in the region. (BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
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SUDANESE REFUGEES HOSPITALIZED FOR CHOLERA IN UGANDA 
A group of 13 Sudanese who had fled the war in Khartoum have been hospitalized following 
a cholera outbreak in northern Uganda's Adjumani district. Four of them are confirmed to 
have cholera, local health official Henry Lulu confirmed. Officials now plan to track down the 
estimated 82 people who came into contact with them for follow-up testing. Cholera is a 
waterborne disease which causes severe diarrhoea, dehydration, lethargy and an erratic 
heartbeat. Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Zambia are also fighting cholera.  
(BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
A SIMPLE GUIDE TO THE NORTHERN IRELAND BREXIT DEAL 
A Brexit deal for Northern Ireland, known as the Windsor Framework, was adopted by the 
UK and the EU in March 2023. It builds on an earlier agreement called the Northern Ireland 
Protocol, which led to significant disagreements between the UK and European Union (EU). 
Trade between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland was straightforward before 
Brexit - both were in the EU and shared the same trade rules. However, when Northern 
Ireland left the EU, a deal was required to allow trade to continue across the border.  
(BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
ETHIOPIAN FEDERAL BODY ADMITS STARVATION DEATHS 
Close to 400 people have died in Ethiopia's Tigray and Amhara regions due to drought-
induced starvation, the country's state-appointed Federal Ombudsman Institute said on 
Tuesday. The remarks contradict earlier statements from federal authorities that there had 
not been confirmation that anyone has died of starvation in any region in the country. Deaths 
had previously been reported at local district levels but there had not been comprehensive 
data. The institute said an assessment by its team of experts revealed that millions were 
impacted in the two regions and tens of thousands had already been displaced.  
(BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
ANGOLA DENIES LINKS TO VESSEL ATTACKED BY HOUTHI FIGHTERS 
Angola's state-owned oil company Sonangol has dismissed reports that a vessel targeted by 
Houthi fighters last week in the Gulf of Aden was part of its fleet. The tanker with links to the 
UK was on fire for several hours last Friday in the Gulf of Aden after being hit by a missile 
fired by the Houthis. The Iran-backed movement, based in Yemen, said it targeted the Marlin 
Luanda in response to "American-British Aggression". The dismissal came in response to 
reports by Angolan media outlets linking the Marlin Luanda vessel to Sonangol.  
(BBC Web Page: 30/01/24, FARUK) 
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