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HIGHLIGHTS

Voting for the 12th National Parliament election is being held today. All preparation are completed. Non-
stop polling will continue from § am to 4 pm. (R. Today: 58)

CEC urges the voters to cast their votes with enthusiasm & festivity. He also urges the people to unite &
resist any sorts of electoral irregularity & unjust to make the poll peaceful & festive.  (Jago FM: 63)

AL GS says, BNP calls for boycotting votes & they are constantly spreading anti-election rumor &
propaganda ahead of election - urges people to go to polling centers without any fear. (R. Today: 60)

Information & Broadcasting Minister says, voting festivity could not be marred through arson terrorism.
The leaders who are giving directives to do subversive activities are also responsible for these crimes.
(R. Today: 56)
Defending his party’s boycott of Sunday’s vote, exiled BNP leader Tarique Rahman says, Bangladesh’s
election will be a “shame” designed to cement Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s rule. (VOA: 08)

BNP S§]JSGI blames government for Benapole Express train fire incident. Adds, "it's part of government's
old game." He demands an international investigation under UN calling this incident "reprehensible".

(DW: 55)
BNP's policy makers say, they are not announcing to prevent or resist this election but strict non-
cooperation movement will begin to fall the government after the election. (BBC: 07)

The TVC has heen produced by RAB urging young voters to vote in the elections. A debate has arisen
on whether they can produce such TVCs as law enforcement agencies. (VOA: 12)

UN Special Rapporteur Clément Nyaletsossi Voule expresses anger over the election environment in BD.
He says, the environment of election in Bangladesh is repressive and express deep concern about it.
(R. Today: 56)
Big election challenge for AL, govt. & EC is to ensure voter presence at the center. They adopt various
strategies. If anyone doesn't cast vote, there is talk of stopping govt. allowance card in some areas.
(DW: 53)
There are reports of a spate of arson attacks in BD, a day before the country goes to the polls. A
Buddhist temple has been torched, and goods trucks attacked on a highway. Most opposition parties are
boycotting the election in which PM Sheikh Hasina is set to win a fourth straight term.  (BBC: 03; 07)
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BBC
ARSON ATTACKS REPORTED IN BANGLADESH DAY BEFORE POLL
There are reports of a spate of arson attacks in Bangladesh, a day before the country goes
to the polls. A Buddhist temple has been torched, and goods trucks attacked on a national
highway, after a commuter train was allegedly set on fire on Friday. The fire service says
there has been at least fourteen arson incidents in a matter of hours, local media report.
Most opposition parties are boycotting the election, in which PM Sheikh Hasina is set to win
a fourth straight term. Police says a prominent opposition politician, Nabiullah Nabi of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and six other party activists have been arrested on
suspicion of involvement in Friday's blaze on a commuter train in central Dhaka, in which at
least four passengers were killed. Samantha Lal Sen, a senior official at the Dhaka hospital
treating victims of the blaze, says eight people have also been critically injured.
(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)
SUPREME COURT TO RULE IF TRUMP CAN RUN FOR PRESIDENT
The US Supreme Court has said it will hear a historic case to determine if Donald Trump can
run for president. The justices agreed to take up Mr Trump's appeal against a decision by
Colorado to remove him from the 2024 ballot in that state. The case will be heard in
February and the ruling will apply nationwide. Lawsuits in a number of states are seeking to
disqualify Mr Trump, arguing that he engaged in insurrection during the US Capitol riot three
years ago. The legal challenges hinge on whether a Civil War-era constitutional amendment
renders Mr Trump ineligible to stand as a candidate. (BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)
BIDEN SLAMS TRUMP FOR CAPITOL RIOT IN MAJOR SPEECH
In his first campaign speech of 2024, President Joe Biden cast his likely election opponent,
Donald Trump, as a fundamental threat to American democracy. "Whether democracy is still
America's sacred cause is the most urgent question of our time,"” Mr Biden said. "It's what
the 2024 election is all about," he added. Mr Trump labelled the speech "pathetic fear
mongering" and called Mr Biden the threat to democracy.
(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)
GREECE REOPENS ALEXANDER THE GREAT PALACE SITE
The site of one of the most important monuments in classical antiquity - the palace where
Alexander the Great was crowned king - has reopened after a 16-year restoration. The
Palace of Aigai, near Greece's northern port city of Thessaloniki, was built more than 2,300
years ago. It was later destroyed by the Romans and unearthed through excavations
beginning in the 19th Century. Its renovation cost more than €20m, with help from the EU.
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, who attended a ceremony for the site's reopening
on Friday, described it as a monument of global importance.
(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)
RUSSIANS MOVE PEOPLE FROM CITY HIT BY UKRAINE
Russia has started moving some residents from the city of Belgorod following deadly attacks
by Ukraine. On Friday, governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said several families had left the city -
which is close to Ukraine's border. Last weekend, 25 people were killed and more than 100
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injured in one of the deadliest attacks on Russia since it invaded Ukraine in February 2022.
The attack followed a recent huge wave of Russian strikes on Ukraine, which killed dozens
and injured over 160. Those strikes were described by Kyiv as Russia's biggest missile
bombardment of the war so far. (BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

SUNAK HAD DOUBTS OVER RWANDA PLAN, PAPERS SUGGEST

Rishi Sunak had significant doubts about sending migrants to Rwanda when he was
chancellor, papers seen by the BBC suggest. They suggest he wanted to scale back No 10's
original plans. They also indicate Mr Sunak was not sure they would stop Channel crossings.
They also suggest he was reluctant to fund reception centres to accommodate migrants
instead of using hotels or private housing because hotels are cheaper. As prime minister,
under pressure from his party, Mr Sunak has made the Rwanda plan one of his top priorities.
(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

INDIA'S SUN MISSION REACHES FINAL DESTINATION

India's first solar observation mission has reached its final destination. On Saturday, Aditya-
L1 reached the spot in space from where it will be able to continuously watch the Sun. The
spacecraft has been travelling towards the Sun for four months since lift-off on 2 September.
Space agency Isro launched it just days after India made history by becoming the first to
land near the Moon's south pole. India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the mission was
a landmark and an extraordinary feat. India's first space-based mission to study the solar
system's biggest object is named after Surya - the Hindu god of the Sun, who is also known
as Aditya. (BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

HEZBOLLAH FIRES ROCKETS AT ISRAEL IN REPLY TO KILLING HAMAS LEADER
Lebanese armed group Hezbollah has said it targeted a vital Israeli military post with a
barrage of 62 rockets as a preliminary response to the killing of a Hamas leader in Beirut this
week. As part of the initial response to the crime of assassinating the great leader Sheikh
Saleh al-Arouri... the Islamic resistance (Hezbollah) targeted the Meron air control base with
62 various types of missiles, the Iran-aligned group said in a statement on Saturday of the
strikes in northern Israel. Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on Friday said all of
Lebanon would be exposed if it did not react to the killing of Hamas deputy chief al-Arouri
and warned it would certainly not go without reaction and punishment.

(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

JAPAN EARTHQUAKE DEATH TOLL CROSSES 100

The death toll from Japan's New Year's Day earthquake has now exceeded 100, as rescuers
and residents have been sifting through the rubble to recover bodies. Hopes have dimmed to
find survivors following the country's deadliest earthquake in nearly eight years. But the
authorities said on Saturday that more than 200 people are still missing. The magnitude 7.6
earthquake that struck Japan's west coast destroyed infrastructure, leaving 23,000 homes
without power in the Hokuriku region. Sixteen further deaths were confirmed in Wajima city
and Anamizu town by 1pm on Saturday, bringing the total to 110, the Kyodo news agency
reported, quoting the Ishikawa prefecture government and other sources.

(BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

MINISTERS BARRED FROM CONGO POLL FOR FRAUD, VIOLENCE

Three ministers and four governors have been disqualified from last month's election in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, because of fraud and violence. They are among 82
candidates excluded from the legislative, provincial and local elections by the electoral body.
But its announcement did not address the presidential election that saw President Felix
Tshisekedi re-elected by a landslide. The opposition has called the entire election a "sham"
and demanded a rerun. However, only one of the 19 opposition candidates has gone to
court. The main ones say they have no faith in the courts and have instead called for
protests without saying when. (BBC Web Page: 06/01/24, FARUK)

:: The End ::
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