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HIGHLIGHTS

President Mohammed Shahabuddin casts vote through postal ballot in 12% JS poll - urging everyone to
cast vote, he says, voting is the most acceptable method in electing leadership democratically.

(R. Today: 15, Jago FM: 17)
PM and AL President Sheikh Hasina says, people will have to respond to arson terrorism and mischief of
BNP-Jamaat through casting votes in election on January I. (Jago FM: 18)

AL GS Obaidul Quader says, being failed in the movement BNP-Jamaat are distributing leaflets now -
adds, people have boycotted their negative political programs, sabotage and blockade.

(VOR:11, Jago FM: 19)
Referring to the law and reason for the imprisonment of Dr. Muhammad Yunus, Foreign Minister Dr. AK
Abdul Momen says, the court delivered the verdict against Nobel laureate economist because he cheated
with the workers. (DW: 14)

EC Rasheda Sultana comments, action will be taken when ever violence will be carried out centering 12t
IS poll - army has heen deployed to improve environment so that everyone can vote freely and fairly.
(R. Today: 16, Jago FM: 18)
JP Chairman GM Quader comments, voters are in doubt about credible election - his party participated in
election due to EC's pledge of holding fair election but commitment is being vilolated in some places.
(R. Today: 15, Jago FM: 19)
BNP leader Rizvi urges countrymen to hoycott January T election by not going to polling centres - adds,
govt. further wants to hold one-sided elections to loot more money and smuggle the money abroad.
(R. Today: 16)
Police arrests 8 BNP activists from its leaflet distribution program for boycotting and non-cooperation
movement in Barishal - party leaders claim 10-15 BNP men have been injured in baton charge of police.
(VOA: 12)
This year’s election expenditure will be more than double compared to previous one as 2-day honorarium
will be given to presiding and polling officers including other officials in the JS poll in BD. (BBC: 5)

Since coming to power, AL govt has launched a new slogan called 'Development Democracy' - many
think AL is pushing 'democracy' back and bringing issue of 'development' to front through this slogan.
(BBC: 4)
Debates are going on in social media about RAJUK’s plot allocation - RAJUK says, plots are allocated
following specific policies, but urban planners say, questions raise on plots allocation under the govt.
quota as recommendation gets priority in most cases. (BBC: 6,1)
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BBC
BLASTS NEAR IRAN GENERAL'S TOMB KILL 73 - STATE TV
At least 73 people have been killed by two bomb explosions near the tomb of Iranian
general Qasem Soleimani on the fourth anniversary of his assassina-tion by the US,
Iran's state media report. State broadcaster Irib said another 171 people were
wounded when the blasts hit a procession near the Saheb al-Zaman mosque in the
southern city of Kerman. It cited Kerman's deputy governor as saying it was a
terrorist attack. A video circulated online appeared to show several bodies on a road.
Hundreds of people were repor-tedly walking towards the tomb on Wednesday as
part of a ceremony to commemorate Gen Soleimani, who was killed in a US drone
strike in neigh-bouring Iraq in 2020. (BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)
HAMAS LEADER'S ASSASSINATION SPARKS WIDER WAR FEARS
The shadows stretching across the Middle East and beyond, since the start of the
Israel-Gaza war, are now longer and darker with the killing of senior Hamas leader
Saleh al-Arouri in Leba-non. Arouri, a deputy political leader of Hamas, was killed in
a drone strike in southern Beirut. He was a key figure in the lzzedine al-Qassam
Brigades, Hamas's armed wing, and a close ally of Ismail Haniyeh, the Hamas
leader. He had been in Lebanon acting as a co-nnection between his group and
Hez-bollah. (BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)
BLASTS HEARD OVER RUSSIAN CITY AND OCCUPIED CRIMEA
Russian officials say they have foiled a Ukrainian attack on a border city as the aerial
war between the two nations co-ntinues to intensify. The officials said a dozen
missiles were downed before they could reach Belgorod, where 25 people were
kiled on Saturday. Ukraine has not commented. The attacks come after Russia
launched its biggest aerial bombardment yet. Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelensky says Russia has used some 300 missiles and 200 drones over five days.
(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)
NORTH INDIA SHIVERS AS COLD WAVE INTENSIFIES
A severe cold wave has gripped parts of northern India, with temperatures falling
below -5C in Indian-administe-red Kashmir. Several regions, including India’s capital,
Delhi, get enveloped in a thick layer of fog in early mornings and at night. Poor
visibility has also caused disruptions in flight and train services, making it difficult for
people to travel. India's weather department has said that the cold wave is likely to
persist for the next couple of days. Dropping temperatures and dense fog have also
disrupted train schedules in several regions of northern India. Delhi has also been
reeling under a cold wave. (BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)
HAMAS LEADER SAYS TWO COMMANDERS KILLED IN BEIRUT
The leader of Hamas, Ismail Haniyeh, has just issued a statement confirming that
two senior commanders from its armed wing have been killed in Beirut alongside
Saleh al-Arouri. He names the pair of al-Qassam Brigades comm-anders as Samir
Fendi and Azzam al-Aqgra, adding that others were killed too, without giving any more
names or numbers of the dead. A separate Hamas statement also reported the
killings of four other men, taking the total death toll from the attack to seven. In his
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sta-tement, Haniyeh condemned their "cowardly” killing, as well as accusing Israel of
violating Lebanon's sovere-ignty and escalating the ongoing con-flict.

(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

ISRAEL TO FIGHT S AFRICA GENOCIDE CLAIM IN COURT

Israel will fight South Africa's claim that it is committing genocidal acts in Gaza at the
International Court of Justice, an Israeli spokesman has said. "History will judge you,
and it will judge you without mercy,"” Eylon Levy said, addre-ssing South African
leaders. South Africa filed the case at the ICJ on Friday, to Israel's outrage. South
Africa is a staunch supporter of the Palesti-nians and has repeatedly condemned
Israel since the start of the war with Gaza on 7 October.

(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

TURKEY HOLDS 34 ON SUSPICION OF SPYING FOR ISRAEL

Turkey says it has seized 34 people who are alleged to have been involved in spying
and planning abductions for Israel's Mossad intelligence agency. Officials said 57
addresses were raided in Istanbul elsewhere and they were still searching for 12
more suspects. There was no immediate comment from Israel, but relations between
the two countries have declined dramatically during Israel's war with Hamas. Interior
Minister Ali Yerlikaya shared video of Operation Mole taking place.

(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

UN PEACEKEEPERS ON LEBANON BORDER IMPLORE TO CEASE FIRE

The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Lebanon says it's deeply concerned by
any potential escalation in tensions following a strike in Beirut that killed a top Hamas
leader. Unifil (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) is responsible for monitoring
the Blue Line, the unofficial frontier between Lebanon and Israel. Spokes-person
Kandice Ardiel says: "We con-tinue to implore all parties to cease their fire, and any
interlocutors with influence to urge restraint.” Israel and Hezbollah, which is backed
by Iran, have been firing at each other on a regular basis since the Gaza war began
in October. (BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

EGYPT STANDS BY SOMALIA AMID ROW WITH ETHIOPIA

Egypt's President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi has pledged support for Somalia amid a row
with Ethiopia over a sea access deal with Somaliland. Ethiopia on Monday signed a
deal to utilize one of the seaports of Somaliland, drawing criticism from Somalia.
Somalia, which considers Somaliland parts of its territory, has condemned the deal,
terming it an act of aggression and a violation of its sovereignty. Somaliland seceded
from Somalia in 1991 but is not internationally recognized as an in-dependent state.
(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

UGANDAN HELICOPTER GUNSHIP CRASHES INTO HOUSE

A Ugandan military helicopter gunship has crashed into a house in the wes-tern
Ntoroko district, Killing the entire crew and a person at the house, army spokesman
Brig Gen Felix Kulayigye has said. The cause of the accident is unclear. The
helicopter crashed on Tue-sday, near the border with the Demo-cratic Republic of
Congo. The Ugandan army has been conducting airstrikes against the Islamic State-
linked Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) militants, who have carried out several
attacks in Ntoroko. President Yoweri Museveni has called for the activation of para-
military local defence units to support the army in fighting the militants.

(BBC Web Page: 03/01/24, FARUK)

:: The End ::



